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Hello friends, 
 
 Happy summer! I’d like to 
take some time to introduce 
myself and share a little about my 
background. I’m an Army veteran 
and lifetime member of Paralyzed 
Veterans of America. I joined the 
Bay Area and Western Chapter when I moved to San 
Jose in the early 2000s and became a board member 
in 2015. Prior to joining the board, I worked full-time in 
television and web news. I’ve also worked at the VA 
Palo Alto Spinal Cord Injury as a clinical research 
assistant. I love music, nature, and spending time with 
my family.  
   
 My path to becoming a veteran is a bit 
different, as I was injured while I was a cadet in senior 
Army ROTC at the University of Tampa, Florida. My 
dad was a career Infantry officer and encouraged me 
to look into ROTC as an option. I checked it out and 
eventually won a scholarship to finish college then 
serve my country. But as we know, plans don’t always 
work out the way we want or expect. 
   
 The future I had imagined for myself changed 
drastically less than a week after I turned 21. I was in a 
car crash and broke my neck, sustaining an incomplete 
C7 spinal cord injury. But I had already taken the oath, 
signed on the dotted line and promised at least eight 
years back to the U.S. Army. My injury happened while 
I was on active duty orders serving in the capacity as a 
2LT. So, I received a medical/honorable discharge and 
had to start living my life in a completely new way.  
   
 Like many other veterans, I was hesitant at first 
to rely solely on the VA system for my healthcare but 
after only a few visits to the SCI Center, I knew they 
would be the best option for my needs. There is no 
better system for the specialized care that comes with 
this lifelong injury. One of my main goals is to help 
spread the word that it is absolutely crucial for the VA 
system of specialized healthcare to remain intact. I 
recently attended PVA’s Legislative Advocacy week in 
Washington, DC, where I met with lawmakers to share 
my story and help ensure veterans, their families and 
caregivers will have the support and benefits they 
earned. I’m excited about my new role as president of 
the Bay Area and Western Chapter and looking 
forward to serving our members.   
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Executive Director  
Kory Amaral              

Wow, this year is flying by! We have many events coming up this 
Summer. We will be visiting Fresno, Reno, and Sacramento. We 
would love for our members to attend our events when we are in your 
area. We are still working on some details, but more information will be available soon. 
 

In April 2025, the Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter 
(BAWPVA) supported PVA Awareness Month. This year, the Chapter decided to focus on 
caregivers and women veterans. We know how much caregivers do for our veterans and it was 
time we showed them our appreciation. The event took place at Topgolf in San Jose, CA  on 
Wednesday, April 30, 2025 at 11:00 AM. We had a great turnout and we are truly grateful for 
everyone who showed up. Below is a picture from the event. 

 
This month, the Chapter will be sponsoring 16 veterans to the 44th National Veterans 

Wheelchair Games (NVWG) July 17-22, 2025 in Minneapolis, MN. Each year, over 600 veterans 
attend the NVWG and compete in 21 plus different adaptive sports. We are excited to announce 
that we have 6 athlete veterans coming from Hawaii! That is the most we have ever had in 
BAWPVA history. We look forward to a great event and most importantly always love when we 
can help change our veterans life for the better. Pictures coming soon. Please see Page 18 for 
more details 

 
The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter will be hosting our 

Annual Banquet on Saturday, August 16, 2025 at the Sheraton Palo Alto. An invite has already 
be sent out to invited guests. Please R.S.V.P. by Friday, August 8, 2028. We look forward to a 
great night honoring our veterans and SCI/D staff. 

  
The office is now open after COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted at VA Palo Alto Health 

Care System. If you need anything, you can reach the office at (650) 399-5296 or email 
Executive Director Kory Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org. The office is not open every day, so 
please first call or email before you plan to visit so we can ensure someone is in the office to 
meet you.  
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 Last month, the Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter attended the 
Advocacy Legislative Seminar in Washington. D. C. We met with 28 representatives in 3 days. The 
Chapter wants to ensure that our veterans receive the best health care in the nation and we know the VA 
best serves our veterans. Below are the priorities we focused on. 
 

PVA Policy Priorities 
● Protect VA’s Specialized Health Care Services  
● Increase Access to Long-Term Services and Supports for Veterans with SCI/D 
● Improve Veterans’ Financial Security 
● Enhance Access to Health Care Services for Veterans with SCI/D 
● Defend the Freedoms of Veterans with Disabilities 

 
PVA Priority Legislation 

●  Veterans Accessibility Advisory Committee Act (H.R. 1147/S. 1383) 
●  Automotive Support Services to Improve Safe Transportation (ASSIST) Act (H.R. 

 1364) 
●  Autonomy for Disabled Veterans Act/Autonomy for All Disabled Veterans Act (H.R. 

 2245/S. 1644/H.R. 3309) 
●  Driver Reimbursement Increase for Veterans Equity (DRIVE) Act (H.R. 1288/S. 

 599) 
●  Justice for ALS Veterans Act (H.R. 1685/S. 749) 
●  Caring for Survivors Act (H.R. 2055/S. 611) 
●  Credit for Caring Act (H.R. 2036/S. 925) 
●  Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support Act (H.R. 2576/S. 

 1245) 
●  Veterans Infertility Treatment Act (H.R. 220) 
●  Improve and Enhance the Work Opportunity Tax Credit Act (H.R. 1177/S. 492) 

 
 Time has proven that the VA is the best provider of care for Veterans with SCI/D. It is essential 
that leaders in Washington, DC know this, so they can ensure the VA's SCI/D system of care is 
protected. It takes less than one minute to sign your name to ensure Congress and the Administration 
know that its SCI/D system of care is necessary for the health of paralyzed Veterans and is an essential 
part of the VA system. https://www.votervoice.net/PVA/Petitions/5455/Respond 
 

Advocacy Legislative Seminar 2025             
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National Service Officer Report 
Lacie McElvana,  Administrative Assistant 

 

My name is Lacie McElvana and I am an administrative assistant 
for the Paralyzed Veteran’s of America. I moved to Las Vegas in 2022 
from the Oklahoma City metro area but spent my childhood in Faulker 
county Arkansas. Moving from the country, to the city, to an even bigger 
city has been quite an adventure but I lucky enough to have had my now 
husband experience it with me. We have both been loving the mountain 
scenery and the never ending supply of things to do here! 

 
In my free time I enjoy reading, drawing, video games, hiking, and playing tabletop 

games. Whether it’s the feeling of getting lost in a good book or strategizing how my friends 
and I are going to escape from a sinking ship in Dungeons and Dragons, I find a lot of joy in 
creative activities. I also have a very close relationship with my family and living in a tourist 
area has been nice because they have a million reasons to visit me often. Even when we 
can’t spend time together physically, things like video games or our own family book club 
have kept us all close. 

 

I am a University of Oklahoma alumna with my B.A. in communications as well as an 

associate’s in visual arts. When I was younger, I had fully intended on pursuing a career in 

art but I found myself more interested in volunteer work and the nonprofit sector after 

becoming really active in volunteering. I have volunteered with CASA, the Red Cross, my 

local Lion’s Club chapter, Cavett Kids, and my old art school. While these organizations were 

very different from PVA, they emphasized community and support, which is something I 

decided I wanted to promote through my career. I am excited to become a member of the 

PVA team and help with all the wonderful work they do. 
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Washington Update 
Check out the PVAction Force page to view alerts and a list of key legislation. 

  

PVA PRESENTS ON TRANSPORTATION AND HOTEL ACCESSIBILITY AT THE NATIONAL ADA SYMPOSIUM  
  

 On July 17-18, Chief Policy Officer Heather Ansley and Advocacy Attorney Anthonya James 
presented on transportation and hotel accessibility at the National ADA Symposium in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The National ADA Symposium is a comprehensive conference on the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). The Symposium is an initiative of the ADA National Network and coordinated 
by the Great Plains ADA Center. Over 80 sessions covering a wide variety of ADA topics, including 
accessible parks and recreation, venue accessibility, web accessibility, and accessible housing, 
were presented during the event.  
  
 Ms. Ansley and Ms. James presented two sessions at the Symposium. The first presentation, 
“Travel Barriers for Wheelchair Users – Hotels: The ADA, Best Practices and Advocacy,” discussed 
the accessibility barriers wheelchair users often encounter at hotels, as well as ADA requirements 
for accommodations, and how hotels can go above and beyond the minimum legal requirements. 
The other presentation, “The Future of Transportation: The Impact of Disability Accessibility and 
Equity,” discussed evolutions in transportation, new technology, revisions to old technology, and the 
effect of recent changes in Washington, DC, as well as the need to shift advocacy strategies.  
The National ADA Network and the Great Plains ADA Center’s websites offer ADA webinars, 
resources on ADA topics, and technical assistance for answers to ADA questions.  

PVA Member Advocacy Toolkit Now Available 

PVA recently released an advocacy toolkit designed to empower individuals, regardless of 
experience level, with resources and guidance to effectively advocate. By sharing personal stories 
and engaging in meaningful conversations, PVA member advocates can drive meaningful change, 
locally and nationally, while shaping a better future. To view the toolkit, click here. 

Veterans’ Committee Activities 

Please visit the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee webpages for information on 
previous and upcoming hearings and markups.  
 

Issue 12  ·  Volume 33         June 27, 2025 

https://pva.org/research-resources/votervoice/
https://www.adasymposium.org/
https://adata.org/
https://gpadacenter.org/
https://adata.org/
https://gpadacenter.org/
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/SNtOCZ6Ny8S56g9zcJIBhBWxQ2?domain=click.e.pva.org
https://veterans.house.gov/
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/
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FY 24-25 Photos 
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Board of Director’s Meeting 
 
If you are interested in participating in the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, Bay Area and Western Chapter’s Board of Director’s Meetings via Zoom, 
please see below for the information: 
  

Tuesday, July 8, 2025 at 1:00 PM 
Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at 1:00 PM 

Tuesday, September 9, 2025 at 1:00 PM 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83701668667?

pwd=R09NV1duRXlheHZGOGV3ckNDUUNRUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 837 0166 8667 
Passcode: 0xfGNG 

One tap mobile 
+16699009128,,83701668667#,,,,,,0#,,971921# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,83701668667#,,,,,,0#,,971921# US (Houston) 

 
Dial by your location 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 837 0166 8667 

Passcode: 971921 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc8NM3FXjv 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83701668667?pwd=R09NV1duRXlheHZGOGV3ckNDUUNRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83701668667?pwd=R09NV1duRXlheHZGOGV3ckNDUUNRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc8NM3FXjv
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July  

 
 
 
 
 

Antonio Foward 

Asher Williams, Jr. 

Christopher Spotts 

Craig Cole 

Dale Milani 

Dana Dickman 

Dean Pieper 

Dennis Ross 

Donald Peterson 

Douglas Pratt 

Fernando Marmolejo 

Frederic Valentine 

Garrett Kuwada 

Harold Cardenas 

Ilya Poluektov 

Jai Cheon 

James Adams 

Jeremiah Warren 

Jesse Rubio 

Jessica Greene 

Joaquin Castellanos, Jr. 

Joseph Rodrigues, Jr. 

Joseph Ebalo 

Joshua Barron 

Kathryn Thomas 

Kenneth Sledge 

Kurt Valencia 

Larry Parlette 

Linda Moore 

Loren Atwood 

Manuel Zurita, Jr. 

Mark Goodrich 

Mark Reese 

Mark Brewington 

Martin Jacobson 

Michael Gannon 

Michael Gahagan 

Patrick Bonnett 

Randall Richmond 

Roger Hill 

Roger McCullar 

Scott Horton 

Teri Cosentino 

Terry Thomas 

Thomas Yasko 

Tim Miller 

Troy Yoho 

William Metzger 

 
 
 
 
 

August 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Armando Madrid 

Augusto Cepeda 

Barbara Healy 

Brandon Handel 

Carl Collins 

Cecil Ethington 

Charlie Collins 

Chester Burton 

Christina Phillips 

David Monis 

David Bilbo 

Dennis Knight 

Donald Hovater 

Elmer Williams 

Eric McManus 

Franz Wall 

Genevieve Luna-

Lajeunesse 

George Bullock 

Henry Parker 

James Verzosa 

Jeff Deleon 

Jeffrey Pindell 

Jerry Crowell 

John Strock 

Jose Chavez 

Keith Simmons 

Kieran Woll 

Kraig Dern 

Lori Wunder-Deets 

Michael Sesher 

Michael Cash  

Mike Nishimoto 

Rebekah Simmers 

Richard Perlenfein 

Robert Vigil 

Robert Huff 

Ronald Mangaccat 

Rory Moore 

Sandy Roberts 

Scott Gallos 

Sonia Alvarado 

Taisha Nelson 

Tommy Parker 

Warren Dastrup 

William Golson 

 
 
 
 

 
September  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Benjamin Brownell 
Cal Linnell 

Chet Miller 

Chris Broderson 

Conrad Bascon 

Craig Michals 

Dale Parris 

Daniel Cruz 

Daniel Coates 

Danny Everhart 

David Oliver 

DeAnn Wright 

Deanna Engleman 

Esau Fortunat 

Gunda Vormwald 

Harry McCurdy 

Jaime Carrillo 

James Sigl 

Jerome Faasu 

John Jaramillo 

Jon Little 

Jose Lopez 

Larry Barnes 

Leah Montoya 

Michael Steele 

Michael Smith 

Michael Simmons 

Michael Hernandez 

Michael Gordan 

Nils Pultz 

Patrick Butcher 

Paul Williams 

Peter Jacoway 

Phillip Reyes 

Ralph Hodge 

Randy Wight 

Raymond Herrick 

Robert Ivie 

Robert Dalri 

Ronnie Quillen 

Saite Moliga 

Stephen Fallon 

Terrence Shenks 

Wayne Blevins 
William Brown 

Yurik Resetnikov 
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SUN MO TUE WE THU FRI SAT 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

July 2025 

SUN MO TUE WED TH FRI SAT 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 25 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

August 2025 

SUN MO TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

September 2025 

● 3 to 4 - 4th of July 
(Office Closed) 
Bldg. 7 Rm. E-118 

● 8 - NSO Chat (Virtual) 
11:30am, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-101 

● 8 - BOD Meeting  
1pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. E-118 

● 10 - Table Tennis & 
Pickle Ball Clinic 
12 pm, Bldg. 530 

● 16 to 23 - NVWG 
(Office Closed) 
Minneapolis, MN 

● 17  - Bingo & Pizza 
Night 
3pm, Bldg. 7 Dining Room 

● 31 - SCI Peer Mentoring 
Program 
12pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. F-108 
 

● 12 - NSO Chat (Virtual) 
11:30am, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-101 

● 12 - BOD Meeting 
(Virtual) 
1pm, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-118 

● 14 - Adaptive Recreation  
Clinic 
TBA 

● 16 - Annual Banquet 
5pm, Palo Alto, CA 

 

● 19 - Fresno Membership 
Meeting 
12pm, Fresno, CA 

● 21 - Bingo & Pizza Night 
3pm, Bldg. 7 Dining Room 

● 28 - SCI Peer Mentoring 
Program 
12pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. F-108 

● Sacramento 
Membership Meeting 
TBA 

● 1 - Labor Day  
(Office Closed) 
Bldg. 7 Rm. E-118 

● 9 - NSO Chat (Virtual) 
11:30am, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-101 

● 9 - BOD Meeting  
1pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. E-118 

● 11 - Bingo & Pizza Night 
3pm, Bldg. 7 Dining Room 

● 12 to 16 - PVA Reno 
Takeover 
Reno, NV 

● 18 - VetBoats Event 
11am, San Francisco, CA 

 

● 25 - SCI Peer Mentoring 
Program 
12pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. F-108 



Important Telephone Numbers, E-Mail Addresses, & Web Sites: 

BAWPVA 
Tele: 650-858-3936 
 800-273-6789 (toll-free) 
 650-399-5296 (mobile) 

E-Mail: administration@bawpva.org 
Web:   www.bawpva.org 
 

Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA),  
Washington, D.C. 
Tele:     800-424-8200 (toll-free) 
E-Mail: info@pva.org 
Web: www.pva.org 
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) NSOs 
Reese Levasseur, NSO , Palo Alto 
Tele:  650-493-5000, ext. 65046  
 202-416-1021 
Kristel Crouse, NSO, Sacramento 
Tele:  916-364-6791 
  202-416-1023 
Jason McDonald, NSO, Las Vegas 
Tele:  702-791-9000, ext. 14458  
 202-416-6462 
 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
Tele:     800-827-1000 (toll-free) or   
Web:      www.va.gov 

 
California Department of Veterans Affairs (CDVA) 

Tele: 800-952-5626 (toll-free) 
Web: www.cdva.ca.gov 
 
Social Security Administration 
Tele: 800-772-1213 (toll-free) 
Web: www.ssa.gov 
 
San Mateo County Commission on Disabilities 
Web: www.smco-cod.org 
 
VA Palo Alto Health Care System 
Tele:     650-493-5000 
 SCI Outpatient:    ext.  65871 
 W/C Repair:           ext.  63235 
 Social Work:          ext.  63328 
 OT:                        ext.  65604 
 PT:                        ext.  65672 
 Recreation:           ext.  64353 
 

San Francisco VA Medical Center 
Eva Woodward, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:    415-221-4810, ext. 23470 
 
VA Northern California 
Brian Tolentino, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     916-843-9130 
 
Fresno VA Medical Center 
Anita Morris, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     559-476-7696 
 
Reno VA Medical Center 
Beth Carbonneau, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     775-785-7075 
 
Honolulu Clinic 
Vacant, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     808-433-7853 

http://www.bawpva.org
http://www.pva.org
http://www.va.gov
http://www.cdva.gov
http://www.ssa.gov
http://www.smco-ccd.org
http://www.igive.com/default.cfm?c=68031C:/Users/Owner/Documents/403B

