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Executive Director's Message
WRITTEN BY KORY AMARAL

Happy Veterans Day to all the veterans who have served our country. We have a

couple events to celebrate our veterans which includes our Veterans Day

Luncheon on Tuesday, November 5, 2025 at 12:00 PM. Please see Page 5 for more

details. If you are at VA Palo Alto for an appointment, stop by the PVA office for

lunch.

I personally want to thank everyone who attended our Hawaii Membership

Meeting and Events last month. We attended a luau, went surfing, rock climbed,

hiked, and more. Please see Page 7 for more details and pictures from the event.

We look forward to our visit in 2026! Please let us know if you need anything in

the meantime.

On the last Friday of the month, the Chapter and the VA Palo Alto Health Care

System’s SCI/D Center will be continuing our SCI Peer Mentoring Program -

Education & Lunch. Each month we have an education topic pertaining to spinal

cord injuries or diseases. The next meeting will be in January 2025 due to the

holidays. We will also be changing the meeting to the last Thursday of the month

in February 2025. This is also a great way to interact with your fellow veterans.

Please refer to Page 2 for more information. Outpatients can join us via Zoom.

The link is on the flyer. 

As always, I am here for you so please either call or text me at (650) 399-5296 or

email me at amaral@bawpva.org and I will get back to you in a timely manner. 
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VETERANS DAY LUNCHEON
NOVEMBER 5

BARRACUDA GAME
NOVEMBER 9

VETERANS DAY
(OFFICE CLOSED)
NOVEMBER 11

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER
(NSO) MONTHLY CHAT
(VIRTUAL)
NOVEMBER 12

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S
MEETING 
(VIRTUAL)
NOVEMBER 12

FALL BOD MEETING
(OFFICE CLOSED)
NOVEMBER 14-19

BINGO & PIZZA NIGHT
NOVEMBER 21

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
(OFFICE CLOSED)
NOVEMBER 28-29

November  CalendarSCI Peer Mentoring Program -
Education & Lunch

SPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY
AREA AND WESTERN CHAPTER, INC. AND SCI/D CENTER AT VA

PALO ALTO HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
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Goods Inspiring Veterans Everywhere (GIVE)
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

The Chapter is hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is looking to the community to donate lightly

used clothing and other items that will directly benefit a veteran. Through the GIVE Program, we would love to expand the

program by bringing in more funds for our veterans. 

 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE

https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/g-i-v-e-clothing-donation/
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Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area & Western

Chapter, INC.

Car Donation
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

Are you tired of having too many cars or is your car getting old and you are looking to donate it? The Car Donation Program is

a program in which we accept vehicles and the proceeds go to our veterans. The process is very simple and veterans from

Northern California will benefit from the donation. 

Car Donation Program 

https://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
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National PVA's Washington Update
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S GOVERNEMENT RELATIONS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

DOT Levies $50 Million Fine Against American Airlines for ACAA Violations

On October 23, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) levied a $50 million fine

against American Airlines for systemic violations of the Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA). The

ACAA prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities in commercial air travel. The

fine was one of the largest ever levied against an airline for ACAA violations. PVA filed three

formal DOT complaints alleging violations of the ACAA starting in 2022. DOT cited PVA’s

complaints as one of the primary reasons for the enforcement action against American. 

As a result of the settlement agreement, American will be forced to pay a penalty of $25

million to the U.S. Treasury. Separately, American must also invest in efforts to improve the

safety and dignity of wheelchair users in air travel. Specifically, the airline must: (1) invest

in equipment to reduce incidents of wheelchair damage, including wheelchair lifts at 24 or

more airports and wheelchair movers at 43 or more airports; (2) invest in a systemwide

wheelchair tagging system to reduce incidents of wheelchair delay; and (3) deploy hub

control center employees in 2024, 2025, and 2026, to coordinate wheelchair handling on a

centralized, systemwide basis at large airports.

In its news release announcing the settlement, DOT stated that it was also reviewing

disability-related complaints alleged against other airlines. DOT’s actions are a significant

victory for passengers with disabilities. We hope that these enforcement efforts will lead to

safer and more dignified air travel for passengers with disabilities in the near future. 

2025 COLA Announced for Veterans and Social Security Benefits

The Social Security Administration announced on October 10 that Social Security

beneficiaries will receive a 2.5 percent cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) increase starting in

2025. The increase is reflective of the effects of inflation. Prior to departing for the current

congressional recess, House and Senate lawmakers approved legislation to ensure certain

VA compensation programs will receive the same COLA. 
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https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/dot-issues-landmark-50-million-penalty-against-american-airlines-its-treatment
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/dot-issues-landmark-50-million-penalty-against-american-airlines-its-treatment
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AIR ACCESS 30
SHARE STORIES ABOUT
YOUR AIR TRAVEL
EXPERIENCES AS A
PASSENGER WITH A
DISABILITY

PUBLICATIONS
VIEW CHAPTER
NEWSLETTERS,
ANNUAL REPORTS, PVA
PUBLICATIONS

COVID-19 RESOURCES
VIEW NATIONAL
PVA’S RESOURCES AND
UPDATES ON COVID-19

Important LinksVeterans Day Luncheon
SPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY

AREA AND WESTERN CHAPTER, INC. 

http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
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Winter Luncheon
SPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA &

WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

E-BRIDGE
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area & Western

Chapter, INC.
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Veterans Career Program
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S VETERANS CAREER PROGRAM TEAM

IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

E-BRIDGE
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Chapter, INC.

THE PARALYED VETERANS OF
AMERICA, BAY AREA AND
WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.
(BAWPVA) JUST ATTENDED
OUR HAWAII MEMBERSHIP
MEETING IN OCTOBER 2024.

EVENTS INCLUDED:
LUAU
ADAPTIVE SURFING
MOVIE & SNACKS
ADAPTIVE ROCK CLINBING
MEMBERSHIP LUNCH
ACCESSIBLE HIKE

PLEASE SEE BELOW FOR
PHOTOS FROM THE EVENT.

Member Column
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About Us
THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) is a

nonprofit, veterans service organization located in Palo Alto, CA.  BAWPVA serves spinal cord

injured and/or dysfunction veterans located in Northern California, Northern Nevada and the

Pacific Islands.  BAWPVA is one of 33 chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

located across the United States. Currently, BAWPVA has 533 members, but sees over 1,000

paralyzed veterans at the SCI/D Center at VA Palo Alto Health Care System. 

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) services

provide direct support to the Chapter's programs.  BAWPVA sponsors various events and

adaptive sports clinics at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo Alto, CA, VA Northern

California Health Care System, VA Central California Health Care System, VA Sierra Nevada

Health Care System and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System.

If you are interested in membership, volunteering, or donating please contact us today.
Our office is located at:

3801 Miranda Ave.

Building 7 Rm. E-118

Palo Alto, CA  94304

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 27

Palo Alto, CA  94304-0027

Phone:

(650) 858-3936 - Office

(650) 399-5296 - Mobile

Email:

administration@bawpva.org

Website:

bawpva.org
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