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Executive Director's Message
WRITTEN BY KORY AMARAL

I hope everyone is excited for Spring. I know we have been getting much needed

rain, but I am ready for the sunshine so we can do more outdoor activities. We are

gearing up for the Winter Sports Clinic. It will be held April 1-8, 2024 in Snowmass,

CO. We have 18 SCI/D veterans attending so it will be a great time! After the

Winter Sports Clinic, we will start to prepare for the National Veterans Wheelchair

Games (NVWG) which will be held in July 2024. Please visit

www.wheelchairgames.org for more information. Applications are due April 5,

2024. 

On the last Friday of the month, the Chapter and the SCI/D Center in Palo Alto will

be continuing our SCI Peer Mentoring Program - Education & Lunch. Each month

we have an education topic pertaining to spinal cord injuries or diseases. The next

meeting will be on Friday, March 29, 2024 and the topic will be Service Dogs. This

is also a great way to interact with your fellow veterans. Please refer to Page 2 for

more information. Outpatients can join us via Zoom. The link is on the flyer. 

The masking mandate has come back to VA Palo Alto Health Care System due to

the flu season. Please expect to wear a mask when you enter the buildings on

campus. I cannot do anything to change the policy, this mandate came from the

recommendations of the county and VA leadership. The office at VA Palo Alto

Health Care System's SCI/D Center is now open to visitors. If you need to speak

with us in person, let me know. We are not always in the office so please contact

me first to make sure we do not miss each other. Also, if you need anything, do

not hesitate to reach out. We are here for you, email Kory Amaral at

amaral@bawpva.org or call (650) 399-5296 with any questions or concerns.  
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NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER
(NSO) MONTHLY CHAT
(VIRTUAL)
MARCH 12
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INTERACTIVE ARTS CLINIC
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MARCH 29

March CalendarSCI Peer Mentoring Program -
Education & Lunch

SPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY
AREA AND WESTERN CHAPTER, INC. AND SCI/D CENTER AT VA

PALO ALTO HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
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Goods Inspiring Veterans Everywhere (GIVE)
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

The Chapter is hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is looking to the community to donate lightly

used clothing and other items that will directly benefit a veteran. Through the GIVE Program, we would love to expand the

program by bringing in more funds for our veterans. 

 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE

https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/g-i-v-e-clothing-donation/
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Car Donation
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

Are you tired of having too many cars or is your car getting old and you are looking to donate it? The Car Donation Program is

a program in which we accept vehicles and the proceeds go to our veterans. The process is very simple and veterans from

Northern California will benefit from the donation. 

Car Donation Program 

https://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
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National PVA's Washington Update
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S GOVERNEMENT RELATIONS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

DOT Releases Proposed Rule to Improve the Air Travel Experience of Wheelchair
Users

The Department of Transportation (DOT) has published a notice of proposed
rulemaking on ensuring safe accommodations for wheelchair users in air travel. The
proposed rule is based in large part on PVA’s February 2022 DOT petition to initiate

rulemaking authority, as well as follow up letters on the topic. The changes proposed
by DOT include several vital steps that would dramatically improve the air travel

experience for people with disabilities. Specifically, they would clarify airlines’
obligations and responsibilities to individuals with disabilities; better enforce

violations and administrative penalties onto airlines that mishandle assistive devices;
and improve airline processes for returning, repairing, and replacing mishandled

wheelchairs, to include informing wheelchair users about the location of their device
during transit and allowing them to choose their own repair company, if their

wheelchair or scooter is damaged. The changes would also mandate critical hands-on
training on a regular basis to any airline staff or contractors who physically assist

passengers with mobility disabilities or handle battery-powered assistive devices. PVA
will be submitting comments in response to the proposal.

Upcoming Veterans’ Committee Activities

On March 6, 2024 at 10 a.m. ET, PVA National President Robert Thomas will testify
about PVA’s 2024 public policy priorities before a joint session of the House and

Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee. To watch the hearing live (or recorded) you can
view it here: https://www.veterans.senate.gov/2024/3/legislative-presentation-of-

veterans-of-foreign-wars-of-the-united-states-multi-vsos-pva-wwp-nasdva-mrc-bsf-
iava-bva-swan-sva-amvets

Please visit the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee webpages for
information on upcoming hearings and markups. 
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https://www.transportation.gov/airconsumer/latest-news
https://www.transportation.gov/airconsumer/latest-news
https://pva.org/news-and-media-center/recent-news/petition-dot-air-travel-passengers-disabilities/
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/2024/3/legislative-presentation-of-veterans-of-foreign-wars-of-the-united-states-multi-vsos-pva-wwp-nasdva-mrc-bsf-iava-bva-swan-sva-amvets
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/2024/3/legislative-presentation-of-veterans-of-foreign-wars-of-the-united-states-multi-vsos-pva-wwp-nasdva-mrc-bsf-iava-bva-swan-sva-amvets
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/2024/3/legislative-presentation-of-veterans-of-foreign-wars-of-the-united-states-multi-vsos-pva-wwp-nasdva-mrc-bsf-iava-bva-swan-sva-amvets
https://veterans.house.gov/
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/
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AIR ACCESS 30
SHARE STORIES ABOUT
YOUR AIR TRAVEL
EXPERIENCES AS A
PASSENGER WITH A
DISABILITY

PUBLICATIONS
VIEW CHAPTER
NEWSLETTERS,
ANNUAL REPORTS, PVA
PUBLICATIONS

COVID-19 RESOURCES
VIEW NATIONAL
PVA’S RESOURCES AND
UPDATES ON COVID-19

Important LinksNational Service Officer (NSO) 
Monthly Chat

IN SPONSORSHIP WITH THE
 PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA'S BAY AREA AND WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC. AND NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF
AMERICA

http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
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National Veterans Wheelchair Games
(NVWG)

COSPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

E-BRIDGE
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area & Western

Chapter, INC.
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Veterans Career Program
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S VETERANS CAREER PROGRAM TEAM

IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Chapter, INC.

PARALYZED VETERANS OF
AMERICA IS DEDICATED TO
PROVIDING OUR VETERANS AND
THEIR FAMILIES WITH THE
SUPPORT THEY NEED. THAT’S
WHY WE ARE THRILLED TO
ANNOUNCE THAT WE ARE NOW
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE 2024-
2025 SCHOOL YEAR!
 
WE WILL BE ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS UNTIL MAY 15,
2024, AND WILL AWARD
SCHOLARSHIPS WORTH $2,500
FOR FULL-TIME STUDENTS AND
$1,000 FOR PART-TIME
STUDENTS.
TO BE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY, YOU
MUST BE:
 

A PVA MEMBER, THE SPOUSE
OF A MEMBER, OR AN
UNMARRIED CHILD (UNDER
24 YEARS OF AGE) WHO IS
DEPENDENT (AS DEFINED BY
THE IRS) ON THE MEMBER
FOR PRINCIPAL SUPPORT.
A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED
STATES.
ACCEPTED AND ENROLLED AS
A FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME
STUDENT IN AN ACCREDITED
U.S.  COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS WILL
BE NOTIFIED BETWEEN JUNE 6
AND JUNE 16, 2024.
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND
TO ACCESS THE APPLICATION
FORM, PLEASE VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
HTTPS://PVA.ORG/FIND-
SUPPORT/SCHOLARSHIP-
PROGRAM/.

Member Column

https://pva.org/find-support/scholarship-program/
https://pva.org/find-support/scholarship-program/
https://pva.org/find-support/scholarship-program/
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About Us
THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) is a

nonprofit, veterans service organization located in Palo Alto, CA.  BAWPVA serves spinal cord

injured and/or dysfunction veterans located in Northern California, Northern Nevada and the

Pacific Islands.  BAWPVA is one of 33 chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

located across the United States. Currently, BAWPVA has 532 members, but sees over 1,000

paralyzed veterans at the SCI/D Center at VA Palo Alto Health Care System. 

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) services

provide direct support to the Chapter's programs.  BAWPVA sponsors various events and

adaptive sports clinics at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo Alto, CA, VA Northern

California Health Care System, VA Central California Health Care System, VA Sierra Nevada

Health Care System and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System.

If you are interested in membership, volunteering, or donating please contact us today.
Our office is located at:

3801 Miranda Ave.

Building 7 Rm. E-118

Palo Alto, CA  94304

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 27

Palo Alto, CA  94304-0027

Phone:

(650) 858-3936 - Office

(650) 399-5296 - Mobile

Email:

administration@bawpva.org

Website:

bawpva.org
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