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Executive Director's Message
WRITTEN BY KORY AMARAL

This month is an important month because we get to celebrate our veterans who

served this country. The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western

Chapter is proud to be a nonprofit veterans service organization who serve and

honor our veterans every day. There will be a few events coming up to celebrate

our veterans. On Tuesday, November 7, 2023 we will be hosting our Veterans Day

Luncheon at 12:00 PM at VA Palo Alto Health Care System. Please see Page 6 for

more details. The flyer says for SCI/D inpatients, but it is open to all PVA

members, so feel free to stop by if you are in town. We will also have an event in

Sacramento at the Boardwalk at 6:00 PM on Saturday, November 11, 2023. More

information will be sent out to the members in that area soon. 

On the last Friday of the month, the Chapter and the SCI/D Center in Palo Alto will

be continuing our SCI Peer Mentoring Program - Education & Lunch. Each month

we have an education topic pertaining to spinal cord injuries or diseases. The

meetings in November and December are canceled due to the holidays, but we

will continue on January 26, 2024. This is also a great way to interact with your

fellow veterans. Please refer to Page 2 for more information. Outpatients can join

us via Zoom. The link is on the flyer. 

The office at VA Palo Alto Health Care System's SCI/D Center is now open to

visitors. If you need to speak with us in person, let me know. We are not always in

the office so please contact me first to make sure we do not miss each other. Also,

if you need anything, do not hesitate to reach out. We are here for you, email Kory

Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org or call (650) 399-5296 with any questions or

concerns.  
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VETERANS DAY LUNCHEON
NOVEMBER 7

ADAPTIVE SPORTS CLINIC
NOVEMBER 9

VETERANS DAY OBSERVED
(OFFICE CLOSED)
NOVEMBER 10

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER
(NSO) MONTHLY CHAT
(VIRTUAL)
NOVEMBER 14

BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S
MEETING
NOVEMBER 14

BINGO & PIZZA NIGHT
NOVEMBER 16

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
(OFFICE CLOSED)
NOVEMBER 20 -  24

November Calendar

SCI Peer Mentoring Program -
Education & Lunch

SPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY
AREA AND WESTERN CHAPTER, INC. AND SCI/D CENTER AT VA

PALO ALTO HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
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Goods Inspiring Veterans Everywhere (GIVE)
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

The Chapter is hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is looking to the community to donate lightly

used clothing and other items that will directly benefit a veteran. Through the GIVE Program, we would love to expand the

program by bringing in more funds for our veterans. 

 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE

https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/g-i-v-e-clothing-donation/
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Car Donation
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

Are you tired of having too many cars or is your car getting old and you are looking to donate it? The Car Donation Program is

a program in which we accept vehicles and the proceeds go to our veterans. The process is very simple and veterans from

Northern California will benefit from the donation. 

Car Donation Program 

https://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
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National PVA's Washington Update
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S GOVERNEMENT RELATIONS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Joint Senate Hearing Examines Transition Process
 

On October 18, the Senate Armed Services and Veterans’ Affairs Committees held a joint hearing

to examine military to civilian transition processes. Much of the three-hour hearing focused on

the Transition Assistance Program (TAP) which is run jointly by the VA, the Department of

Defense, and the Department of Labor. Witnesses included representatives from all three

agencies, the Government Accountability Office, and a small group of veterans’ advocates.

 

A broad range of subjects were touched on during the question and answer portion of the

hearing such as the availability of mental health care during the transition process, the

interoperability of electronic health records between DOD and VA, and ways to get service

members to start thinking about their civilian life earlier in their military careers. There was also

discussion around DOD ensuring that transitioning service members are able to enroll in TAP

courses at least a year out from the date of their separation.

One subject that came up during both witness panels was the need to fully integrate accredited

veterans service organization representatives into the TAP process. The importance of veterans

having assistance from an accredited representation cannot be overstated. PVA’s accredited

Service Officers specialize in providing services for veterans and service members who are

severely injured or suffer disabling diseases. These services are free of charge and are offered

from the time of disability to end of life. 

Improving the transitioning of families, with emphasis on taking better care of spouses, is

another area that drew considerable attention. DOD has a number of programs to help military

spouses with employment while the service member is actively serving, but offers little

assistance to them when the military member transitions back to civilian life. The hearing was

recorded and you can watch a video of it here. 

Upcoming Veterans’ Committee Activities

Please visit the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee webpages for
information on upcoming hearings and markups. 
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https://www.veterans.senate.gov/2023/10/military-to-civilian-transition-ensuring-success-after-service
https://veterans.house.gov/
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/
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AIR ACCESS 30
SHARE STORIES ABOUT
YOUR AIR TRAVEL
EXPERIENCES AS A
PASSENGER WITH A
DISABILITY

PUBLICATIONS
VIEW CHAPTER
NEWSLETTERS,
ANNUAL REPORTS, PVA
PUBLICATIONS

COVID-19 RESOURCES
VIEW NATIONAL
PVA’S RESOURCES AND
UPDATES ON COVID-19

Important LinksNational Service Officer 
Monthly Chat

IN SPONSORSHIP WITH THE
 PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA'S BAY AREA AND WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC. AND NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF
AMERICA

http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
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Veterans Day Luncheon
SPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA

AND WESTERN CHAPTER, INC. 
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Veterans Career Program
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S VETERANS CAREER PROGRAM TEAM

IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
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PVA RENO TAKE OVER
SEPTEMBER 16 -18,  2023

THE PARALYED VETERANS OF
AMERICA, BAY AREA AND
WESTERN CHAPTER HAD A GREAT
TIME WITH OUR MEMBERS,
STAFF, VOLUNTEERS, FRIENDS,
AND FAMILY MEMBERS AT OUR
PVA RENO TAKE OVER. THANK
YOU TO THE CITY OF RENO,
NEVADA PVA CHAPTER, MILITARY
ADAPTIVE COURT SPORTS, AND
NATIONAL PVA FOR THEIR
SUPPORT.  

WE HAD OVER 15 VETERANS
SHOW UP FOR THE EVENT AND WE
TRULY APPRECIATE ALL THE
SUPPORT. WE KNOW HOW
ADAPTIVE SPORTS AND SOCIAL
ACTIVITIES CAN CHANGE THE
LIVES OF OUR MEMBERS. WE WILL
CONTINUE TO PROVIDE A
VARIETY OF ADAPTIVE SPORTS
AND ACTIVITIES THOUGHOUT
OUR CATCHMENT AREAS. 

Member Column
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About Us
THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) is a

nonprofit, veterans service organization located in Palo Alto, CA.  BAWPVA serves spinal cord

injured and/or dysfunction veterans located in Northern California, Northern Nevada and the

Pacific Islands.  BAWPVA is one of 33 chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

located across the United States. Currently, BAWPVA has 529 members, but sees over 1,000

paralyzed veterans at the SCI/D Center at VA Palo Alto Health Care System. 

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) services

provide direct support to the Chapter's programs.  BAWPVA sponsors various events and

adaptive sports clinics at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo Alto, CA, VA Northern

California Health Care System, VA Central California Health Care System, VA Sierra Nevada

Health Care System and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System.

If you are interested in membership, volunteering, or donating please contact us today.
Our office is located at:

3801 Miranda Ave.

Building 7 Rm. E-118

Palo Alto, CA  94304

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 27

Palo Alto, CA  94304-0027

Phone:

(650) 858-3936 - Office

(650) 399-5296 - Mobile

Email:

administration@bawpva.org

Website:

bawpva.org
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