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Executive Director's Message
WRITTEN BY KORY AMARAL

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter is excited to announce that we will be in the

Fresno area June 5-6, 2023. We plan to have multiple events including an Adaptive Bowling Clinic, Membership

Meeting Lunch and more. I will be sending a letter to you directly if you live in the catchment area. We will also

be visiting the Sacramento area June 22-23, 2023. More information will be available soon. We encourage our

members to attend in that area because we only see you a couple of times a year. All family and friends are

welcome. I know it may be hot, but all events will be indoors. 

I want to thank everyone who attended the PVA Awareness Month - MS Lunch & Learn. PVA membership for the

Chapter consists of veterans with spinal cord injuries, but we also serve veterans who have diseases that affect

the spinal cord such as MS or ALS. All of our veterans matter to us, so we will continue to have events to

celebrate the diversity in our membership. 

On Friday, May 26, 2023, the Chapter and the SCI/D Center in Palo Alto will be continuing our SCI Peer

Mentoring Program - Education & Lunch. Each month we have an education topic pertaining to spinal cord

injuries or diseases. The May topic is Traveling with a Spinal Cord Injury. This is also a great way to interact with

your fellow veterans. Please refer to Page 2 for more information. Outpatients can join us via Zoom. The link is

on the flyer. 

The office at VA Palo Alto Health Care System's SCI/D Center is now open to visitors. If you need to speak with us

in person, let me know and I can put you on the visitor list with approval from the SCI/D Center. Please, if you

need anything, do not hesitate to reach out. We are here for you, email Kory Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org or

call (650) 399-5296 with any questions or concerns.  
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PALO ALTO HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
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Goods Inspiring Veterans Everywhere (GIVE)
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

The Chapter is hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is looking to the community to donate lightly

used clothing and other items that will directly benefit a veteran. Through the GIVE Program, we would love to expand the

program by bringing in more funds for our veterans. 

 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE

https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/g-i-v-e-clothing-donation/
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Car Donation
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

Are you tired of having too many cars or is your car getting old and you are looking to donate it? The Car Donation Program is

a program in which we accept vehicles and the proceeds go to our veterans. The process is very simple and veterans from

Northern California will benefit from the donation. 




Car Donation Program 

https://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
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National PVA's Washington Update
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S GOVERNEMENT RELATIONS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Senate Attempt to Pass HCBS Bill Falters



A Senate attempt to move forward a legislative package that included much of the Elizabeth Dole Home

Care Act (S. 141) faltered when the chamber failed to obtain the necessary 60 votes. Voting occurred

largely along party lines with 41 Republican Senators and 1 Democratic Senator opposing the measure.

The complete results of the vote can be viewed here. 




In mid-February, the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee advanced all but one provision of the Elizabeth

Dole Home Care Act, which makes sweeping changes to the way VA delivers home and community-

based services to veterans. The approved language would, among other things, expand the Veteran

Directed Care and similar programs to all VA medical centers, create a pilot program to provide home

health aide services for veterans that reside in communities with a shortage of home health aides; and

require VA to establish a warm handoff process for veterans and caregivers who are discharged from or

are ineligible for the Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers.

The approved language was rolled into a legislative package as an amendment to S. 326, which renamed

that bill the Veterans Programs Improvement Act of 2023. The legislative package also includes

language allowing VA to conduct and support research on the efficacy and safety of using cannabis to

treat veterans with certain conditions, as well as other provisions that would bolster mental health care

for both veterans and their caregivers. 

Much of the opposition to the bill stems from provisions that would have allowed VA to research the

effectiveness of using cannabis. There is a growing body of evidence that cannabinoids are useful for

treating conditions like chronic pain, and PVA supports VA research into the efficacy of its use. 

The Senate Majority Leader switched his vote from “yea” to “nay” at the last minute, so he could

preserve his right to call the bill to the floor again at a later date. In the coming days, PVA will be

working with congressional staff to garner additional support for the bill, and we fully anticipate there

will be another attempt to advance it in the near future. 




Please contact your Senators and urge them to support the Veterans Programs Improvement Act.




Hearings & Markups



Upcoming Veterans’ Committee Activities

Please visit the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee webpages for information on upcoming

hearings and markups. 







Check out the PVAction Force page to view our latest alerts and a list of key legislation and its status.
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https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1181/vote_118_1_00097.htm
https://www.votervoice.net/PVA/Campaigns/104388/Respond
https://veterans.house.gov/
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/
https://pva.org/research-resources/votervoice/
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PATIENT EDUCATION
REVIEW PAST PATIENT
EDUCATION SESSIONS
AND FIND OUT HOW TO
PARTICIPATE

AIR ACCESS 30
SHARE STORIES ABOUT
YOUR AIR TRAVEL
EXPERIENCES AS A
PASSENGER WITH A
DISABILITY

PUBLICATIONS
VIEW CHAPTER
NEWSLETTERS,
ANNUAL REPORTS, PVA
PUBLICATIONS

COVID-19 RESOURCES
VIEW NATIONAL
PVA’S RESOURCES AND
UPDATES ON COVID-19

Important LinksNational Service Officer 
Monthly Chat

IN SPONSORSHIP WITH THE
 PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA'S BAY AREA AND WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC. AND NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF
AMERICA

http://www.bawpva.org/programs.html
http://www.bawpva.org/programs.html
http://www.bawpva.org/programs.html
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
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National PVA Sports
IN SPONSORSHIP WITH NATIONAL PVA'S SPORTS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C. AND PVA CHAPTERS
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Veterans Career Program
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S VETERANS CAREER PROGRAM TEAM

IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
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WINTER SPORTS CLINIC
MARCH 25 -  APRIL 1

THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF
AMERICA, BAY AREA AND WESTERN
CHAPTER (BAWPVA) WAS ABLE TO
SPONSOR 18 VETERANS FROM VA
PALO ALTO HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
DUE TO THE GENEROSITY OF OUR
SPONSORS. FIRST NATION GROUP IS
TRULY DEDICATED TO VETERANS
AND WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THEIR
CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

THE WINTER SPORTS CLINIC THEME
IS MIRACLES ON THE
MOUNTAINSIDE. OUR VETERANS
CAME HOME WITH A NEW
EXPERIENCE THAT KEPT THEM
WANTING MORE IN ADAPTIVE
SPORTS. WE LOOK FORWARD TO
CONTINING THE SUPPORT FOR OUR
VETERANS AT THE NATIONAL
VETERANS WHEELCHAIR GAMES. 

Member Column
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About Us
THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) is a

nonprofit, veterans service organization located in Palo Alto, CA.  BAWPVA serves spinal cord

injured and/or dysfunction veterans located in Northern California, Northern Nevada and the

Pacific Islands.  BAWPVA is one of 33 chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

located across the United States. Currently, BAWPVA has over 500 members.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) services

provide direct support to the Chapter's programs.  BAWPVA sponsors various events and

adaptive sports clinics at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo Alto, CA, VA Northern

California Health Care System, VA Central California Health Care System, VA Sierra Nevada

Health Care System and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System.

If you are interested in membership, volunteering, or donating please contact us today.
Our office is located at:

3801 Miranda Ave.

Building 7 Rm. E-118

Palo Alto, CA  94304

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 27

Palo Alto, CA  94304-0027

Phone:

(650) 858-3936 - Office

(650) 399-5296 - Mobile

Email:

administration@bawpva.org

Website:

bawpva.org
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