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Executive Director's Message
WRITTEN BY KORY AMARAL

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter is excited that we were able to attend the

Advocacy Legislative Seminar February 27 to March 2, 2023 in Washington, D.C. We were able to participate in

person after 3 years due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. We met with over 20 representatives to secure the rights of

our veterans. We know how advocacy can truly change the way veterans receive care at the VA Health Care

System. 

On Friday, March 31, 2023, the Chapter and the SCI/D Center in Palo Alto will be continuing our SCI Peer

Mentoring Program - Education & Lunch. Each month we have an education topic pertaining to spinal cord

injuries or diseases. The March topic is Recreation Therapy. This is also a great way to interact with your fellow

veterans. Please refer to Page 2 for more information. Outpatients can join us via Zoom. The link is on the flyer. 

The Chapter plans to visit both the Sacramento and Fresno communities soon. More information will be

available in The Bridge next month. We apologize for the delay in the visits, but we wanted to ensure that

everyone who is involved with the membership events could be present in person. We have to respect all the

restrictions at various VA's, but things seem to be getting better. 

A note from National PVA's Sports & Recreation Team:

We also have several fitness, health, and wellness classes scheduled throughout the next several weeks. Classes

include women's yoga, strength training and conditioning, and a women's coaching group. Classes take place Tuesday,

Wednesday, and Thursday at noon ET.

You can register now for our classes by clicking here. Also, please follow our Facebook page to stay updated on our

programs and events.

Registration is open for the 42nd National Veterans Wheelchair Games and will close on April 5. Our registration team

filmed a video and developed a resource and helpful hints guide to assist Veterans with their registration. We

encourage all athletes to review the video, resources, and events guide before registering. Click here to access the

NVWG registration page.

The office at VA Palo Alto Health Care System's SCI/D Center is now open to visitors. If you need to speak with us

in person, let me know and I can put you on the visitor list with approval from the SCI/D Center. Please, if you

need anything, do not hesitate to reach out. We are here for you, email Kory Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org or

call (650) 399-5296 with any questions or concerns.  
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ADAPTIVE SPORTS CLINIC
MARCH 9

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER
(NSO) MONTHLY CHAT
MARCH 14

BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S
MEETING
MARCH 14

BINGO AND PIZZA NIGHT
MARCH 16

WINTER SPORTS CLINIC
(OFFICE CLOSED)
MARCH 24 TO APRIL 1

March Calendar

SCI Peer Mentoring Program -
Education & Lunch

SPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY
AREA AND WESTERN CHAPTER, INC. AND SCI/D CENTER AT VA

PALO ALTO HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
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Goods Inspiring Veterans Everywhere (GIVE)
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

The Chapter is hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is looking to the community to donate lightly

used clothing and other items that will directly benefit a veteran. Through the GIVE Program, we would love to expand the

program by bringing in more funds for our veterans. 

 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE

https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/g-i-v-e-clothing-donation/
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Car Donation
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

Are you tired of having too many cars or is your car getting old and you are looking to donate it? The Car Donation Program is

a program in which we accept vehicles and the proceeds go to our veterans. The process is very simple and veterans from

Northern California will benefit from the donation. 

 

Car Donation Program 

https://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
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National PVA's Washington Update
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S GOVERNEMENT RELATIONS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

SVAC Approves Nine Veterans Bills
 

The Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee (SVAC) recently approved nine veterans-related bills in a closed-door session.

They will now head to the full Senate for consideration. The bills include S. 10, the VA Clinician Appreciation, Recruitment,

Education, Expansion, and Retention Support (CAREERS) Act of 2023, which would provide VA with more tools to compete

for highly-qualified medical personnel, support training for current and future VA clinicians to ensure veterans receive

the highest quality of care, and provide more oversight and public transparency on VA’s efforts to address vacancies. This

legislation would also better prepare VA to manage care for the thousands of veterans newly eligible under the Sergeant

First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act (P.L. 117-168). 

 

Also approved by the Committee were S. 30, the Fiscal Year 2023 Veterans Affairs Major Medical Facility Authorization

Act, to authorize several VA major construction projects and S. 326, the VA Medicinal Cannabis Research Act of 2023, to

allow VA to conduct research on the health effects of medicinal cannabis for veterans experiencing chronic pain and

PTSD. Another bill approved by the Committee was S. 141, the Elizabeth Dole Home and Community Based Services for

Veterans and Caregivers Act of 2023. PVA has been aggressively seeking passage of this bill to make a variety of

improvements to access VA home care. One of the sections in the introduced bill would raise the cap on how much the

VA can pay for the cost of home care from 65 percent of the cost of nursing home care to 100 percent. Unfortunately,

that section of the bill was set aside as part of the recent Committee action due to cost, but panel members pledged to

work with VA and other stakeholders to find a way to pay for it—hopefully in time to pass it with the remainder of the

larger bill. Other provisions include directing VA to make key home and community-based services (HCBS) like Veteran

Directed Care (VDC) and Homemaker and Home Health Aid available at all medical centers and certain U.S. territories;

allow hospitalized veterans to retain their VDC payments for their caretakers; and instruct VA to assist veterans who are

denied participation in the VA caregiver program with enrollment in other home health services for which they are

eligible. 

 

A fifth bill, S. 216, the Reinforcing Enhanced Support Through Promoting Equity for Caregivers Today (RESPECT) Act of

2023, would amend VA’s Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers to make certain mental health

professionals and neurological specialists participate in the evaluation and assessment process for veterans. It also

creates an assessment waiver process for caregivers of veterans with chronic or degenerative conditions and ensures

caregivers have access to valuable mental health resources in the community. 

 

The remaining bills approved by the Committee were S.106, the Commitment to Veteran Support and Outreach Act, which

authorizes VA to distribute grants to states in order to help enhance veterans outreach activities, assist veterans in

submitting claims, and increase the number of service officers serving in the state; S. 112, to strengthen benefits for

children of Vietnam veterans born with spina bifida; S.132, the Daniel J. Harvey Jr. and Adam Lambert Improving

Servicemember Transition to Reduce Veteran Suicide Act, which creates a pilot program to aid servicemembers returning

to civilian life; and S.185, the Native American Direct Loan Improvement Act of 2023, to improve the program for direct

housing loans made to Native American veterans.

 

 

 

Check out the PVAction Force page to view our latest alerts and a list of key legislation and its status.
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https://pva.org/research-resources/votervoice/
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Important LinksNational Service Officer 
Monthly Chat

IN SPONSORSHIP WITH THE
 PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA'S BAY AREA AND WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC. AND NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF
AMERICA

http://www.bawpva.org/programs.html
http://www.bawpva.org/programs.html
http://www.bawpva.org/programs.html
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
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National PVA Sports
IN SPONSORSHIP WITH NATIONAL PVA'S SPORTS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C. AND PVA CHAPTERS
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Veterans Career Program
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S VETERANS CAREER PROGRAM TEAM

IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
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ELECTIONS 
FY 23-25

THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF
AMERICA, BAY AREA AND WESTERN
CHAPTER (BAWPVA) STARTED ON
OCTOBER 1,  1962, SO WE ARE
CELEBRATING OUR 60TH
ANNIVERSARY. 

BAWPVA SENT OUT ELECTION
INFORMATION FOR FY 23-25 IN THE
JAN-MAR 2023 EDITION OF THE
BRIDGE AND VIA EMAIL. WE ARE
ALWAYS LOOKING FOR MEMBERS TO
GET INVOLVED WITH THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS. 

THE NOMINATION FOR ELECTIONS
WILL CLOSE AT THE MARCH 14, 2023
BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MEETING SO
PLEASE GET YOUR NOMINATIONS IN
IF YOU PLAN TO RUN FOR THE
BOARD FY 23-25. WE ARE HERE FOR
YOU IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
REGARDING THE ELECTION PROCESS. 

Member Column
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About Us
THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) is a

nonprofit, veterans service organization located in Palo Alto, CA.  BAWPVA serves spinal cord

injured and/or dysfunction veterans located in Northern California, Northern Nevada and the

Pacific Islands.  BAWPVA is one of 33 chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

located across the United States. Currently, BAWPVA has over 500 members.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) services

provide direct support to the Chapter's programs.  BAWPVA sponsors various events and

adaptive sports clinics at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo Alto, CA, VA Northern

California Health Care System, VA Central California Health Care System, VA Sierra Nevada

Health Care System and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System.

If you are interested in membership, volunteering, or donating please contact us today.
Our office is located at:

3801 Miranda Ave.

Building 7 Rm. E-118

Palo Alto, CA  94304

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 27

Palo Alto, CA  94304-0027

Phone:

(650) 858-3936 - Office

(650) 399-5296 - Mobile

Email:

administration@bawpva.org

Website:

bawpva.org
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