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Executive Director's Message
WRITTEN BY KORY AMARAL

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter wants to wish

everyone a happy holiday season. Each year the holidays bring us together to celebrate

what we achieved in the last year. Although we are still trying to navigate a new world

filled with uncertainty, we must surround ourselves with individuals who can see how

positivity can bring us together. The Chapter will be having multiple events to celebrate

the holidays for inpatients at the SCI/D Center in Palo Alto because we know what it is

like to be away from family and friends during the holidays. As always, please take the

time to speak with veterans throughout the season because many of our veterans are

alone. We must come together as a community to ensure everyone is included in

celebrating the holidays. 

Starting in the New Year, the Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western

Chapter will be sending out election information for FY 23-25. We are always looking for

members to get involved with the Board of Directors. There will be more information in

the Jan-Mar Edition of the Bridge. I am here for you if you have any questions regarding

the election process. 

Starting on Friday, January 27, 2023, the Chapter and the SCI/D Center in Palo Alto will

be continuing our SCI Peer Mentoring Program - Education & Lunch. Each month we

have an education topic pertaining to spinal cord injuries or diseases. This is also a

great way to interact with your fellow veterans. Please refer to Page 2 for more

information. 

The office at VA Palo Alto Health Care System's SCI/D Center is still closed to visitors. If

you need to speak with us in person, let me know and I can put you on the visitor list

with approval from the SCI/D Center. Please, if you need anything, do not hesitate to

reach out. We are here for you, email Kory Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org or call (650)

399-5296 with any questions or concerns.  
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WINTER LUNCHEON
(INPATIENTS)
DECEMBER 6

TABLES TENNIS &
SHUFFLEBOARD CLINIC
DECEMBER 8

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER
(NSO) MONTHLY CHAT
DECEMBER 13

BINGO AND PIZZA NIGHT
(INPATIENTS)
DECEMBER 15

WINTER BREAK
DECEMBER 12 TO JANUARY 2

December Calendar

SCI Peer Mentoring Program -
Education & Lunch

SPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY
AREA AND WESTERN CHAPTER, INC. AND SCI/D CENTER AT VA

PALO ALTO HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

 



D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  |  V O L U M E  1 3  I S S U E  N O . 4

Goods Inspiring Veterans Everywhere (GIVE)
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

The Chapter is hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is looking to the community to donate lightly

used clothing and other items that will directly benefit a veteran. Through the GIVE Program, we would love to expand the

program by bringing in more funds for our veterans. 

 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE

https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/g-i-v-e-clothing-donation/
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Car Donation
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

Are you tired of having too many cars or is your car getting old and you are looking to donate it? The Car Donation Program is

a program in which we accept vehicles and the proceeds go to our veterans. The process is very simple and veterans from

Northern California will benefit from the donation. 

 

Car Donation Program 

https://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
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National PVA's Washington Update
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S GOVERNEMENT RELATIONS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

House Takes Action on Clothing Allowance Legislation
 

The House is preparing to vote on H.R. 4772, the Mark O’Brien VA Clothing Allowance

Improvement Act. This important legislation would make clothing allowance payments

automatic until the VA determines the veteran is no longer eligible to receive the benefit. If

the legislation passes the House, it will then go to the Senate for further consideration.

The Senate companion bill to this legislation is S. 2513, the Brian Neuman VA Clothing

Allowance Improvement Act. Please contact your senators about this legislation by clicking

here. 

 

PVA Testifies at House Hearing on Improving Access to Air Travel
 

On November 17, the House Transportation and Infrastructure, Aviation Subcommittee

held a hearing titled, “Accessible Air Travel: Addressing Challenges for Passengers with

Disabilities.” The hearing featured testimony from Rep. Jim Langevin (D-RI) who is retiring

this year and is the sponsor for the Air Carrier Access Amendments Act (H.R. 1696). Rep.

Langevin spoke of the difficulties he has encountered as a wheelchair user in air travel and

the need for reform. 

 

Heather Ansley, Associate Executive Director of Government Relations, testified on behalf

of PVA. Ms. Ansley noted that the major problem with commercial air travel is that aircraft

are required to have very few accessible features. She urged Congress to make systemic

improvements in air travel in the next FAA Reauthorization by including the Air Carrier

Access Amendments Act. She also called on Congress to include language directing

appropriate agencies and administrations to take the next steps as outlined in a

September 2021 report on in cabin wheelchair restraint systems.

 

Other witnesses included Brian Ryks, Executive Director and CEO Metropolitan Airports

Commission (Minneapolis/St. Paul) on behalf of Airports Council International—North

America; Matt Scott, Paralympian, Team USA; Heather Krause, Director, Physical

Infrastructure, Government Accountability Office; and Graham Keithley, Vice President and

Associate General Counsel, Airlines for America. To watch the hearing, please click here. To

read the testimony from all of the witnesses, please click here. 
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https://www.votervoice.net/PVA/Campaigns/87463/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/PVA/Campaigns/81519/Respond
https://www.access-board.gov/files/research/trb-final-report-sept2021.pdf
https://youtu.be/QGELWXQ1mBw
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/accessible-air-travel-addressing-challenges-for-passengers-with-disabilities
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PATIENT EDUCATION
REVIEW PAST PATIENT
EDUCATION SESSIONS
AND FIND OUT HOW TO
PARTICIPATE

AIR ACCESS 30
SHARE STORIES ABOUT
YOUR AIR TRAVEL
EXPERIENCES AS A
PASSENGER WITH A
DISABILITY

PUBLICATIONS
VIEW CHAPTER
NEWSLETTERS,
ANNUAL REPORTS, PVA
PUBLICATIONS

COVID-19 RESOURCES
VIEW NATIONAL
PVA’S RESOURCES AND
UPDATES ON COVID-19

Important LinksNational Service Officer 
Monthly Chat

IN SPONSORSHIP WITH THE
 PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA'S BAY AREA AND WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC. AND NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF
AMERICA

http://www.bawpva.org/programs.html
http://www.bawpva.org/programs.html
http://www.bawpva.org/programs.html
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
https://www.pva.org/covid-19/
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National PVA Sports
IN SPONSORSHIP WITH NATIONAL PVA'S SPORTS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C. AND PVA CHAPTERS

E-BRIDGE
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area & Western

Chapter, INC.



D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  |  V O L U M E  1 3  I S S U E  N O . 4

P A G E  7

Veterans Career Program
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S VETERANS CAREER PROGRAM TEAM

IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
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JESSICA GREENE
BOARD MEMBER
WOMEN'S HEALTH COMMITTEE
MEMBER

MS. GREENE IS A LIFETIME MEMBER
OF THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF
AMERICA AND HAS SERVED ON THE
PVA BAY AREA AND WESTERN
CHAPTER’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SINCE 2015. SHE IS ALSO THE
BOARD’S APPOINTEE TO THE PVA’S
WOMEN’S VETERANS INITIATIVE.
 
PRIOR TO JOINING THE BOARD, MS.
GREENE WORKED AS A JOURNALIST
IN THE TELEVISION/WEB NEWS
BUSINESS. SHE GRADUATED FROM
THE UNIVERSITY OF TAMPA,
FLORIDA, WHERE SHE MAJORED IN
COMMUNICATION AND WAS PART OF
THE SENIOR ARMY ROTC PROGRAM.

MS. GREENE SUSTAINED AN
INCOMPLETE SPINAL CORD INJURY
IN A CAR CRASH NEAR FORT BRAGG,
NC WHILE TRAINING WITH THE 82ND
AIRBORNE DIVISION. SHE RECEIVED
A MEDICAL/HONORABLE DISCHARGE
IN 1994.

A LIFELONG ATHLETE, MS. GREENE
REMAINED ACTIVE IN SPORTS AND
RECREATION AFTER HER INJURY. SHE
HAS ATTENDED THE NATIONAL
VETERANS WHEELCHAIR GAMES
EACH YEAR SINCE 2012. SHE HAS
ALSO ATTENDED THE DAV WINTER
SPORTS CLINIC MULTIPLE TIMES, AS
WELL AS THE NATIONAL VETERANS
SUMMER SPORTS CLINIC.
 
HER PASSION FOR FITNESS,
HOLISTIC HEALTH AND WELLNESS
LED HER TO PURSUE A MASTER’S
DEGREE IN RECREATION THERAPY.
SHE HAS ALSO WORKED AS A
CLINICAL RESEARCHER WITH THE SCI
DEPARTMENT AT THE VA PALO ALTO.

 

Member Column
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About Us
THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) is a

nonprofit, veterans service organization located in Palo Alto, CA.  BAWPVA serves spinal cord

injured and/or dysfunction veterans located in Northern California, Northern Nevada and the

Pacific Islands.  BAWPVA is one of 33 chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

located across the United States. Currently, BAWPVA has approximately 500 members.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) services

provide direct support to the Chapter's programs.  BAWPVA sponsors various events and

adaptive sports clinics at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo Alto, CA, VA Northern

California Health Care System, VA Central California Health Care System, VA Sierra Nevada

Health Care System and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System.

If you are interested in membership, volunteering, or donating please contact us today.
Our office is located at:

3801 Miranda Ave.

Building 7 Rm. E-118

Palo Alto, CA  94304

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 27

Palo Alto, CA  94304-0027

Phone:

(650) 858-3936 - Office

(650) 399-5296 - Mobile

Email:

administration@bawpva.org

Website:

bawpva.org
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