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Celebrating 60 Years  ! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Serving veterans with a spinal cord injury and/
or disease  in Northern California, Northern 
Nevada and the Pacific Islands since 1962. 
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This is my first Bridge 
as The Para lyzed 
Veterans of America, Bay 
Area and Western Chapter’s President. I 
am excited for the next year. Please let 
me know if you need anything and I look 
forward to working with you.  

 
The Paralyzed Veterans of America, 

Bay Area and Western Chapter and the 
SCI/D Center at VA Palo Alto Health 
Care System have revamped our peer 
support program. The Peer Support 
Mentoring Program - Education & Lunch 
will take please on the last Friday of the 
month at the SCI/D Center’s F-125 
Conference Room at 12:00 PM. Zoom is 
available if needed. We encourage our  
SCI/D veterans to either attend or call 
into the meeting to socialize with your 
f e l l o w  v e t e r a n s .  E m a i l 
administration@bawpva.org for a flyer 
with more information.  

 
Community donors is what allows the 

Chapter to maintain its programs. I would 
like to personally thank Mary A. Osborne 
for becoming a Silver Sponsor. We 
appreciate your years of support. 

 
 The office is still currently closed to 

visitors due to the COVID-19 restrictions 
at VA Palo Alto Health Care System. If 
you need anything, you can reach the 
office at (650) 858-3936 or email 
Executive Director Kory Amaral at 
amaral@bawpva.org. .  
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Executive Director  
Kory Amaral              

Welcome to the Summer heat! This Summer is going to be filled 
with many events. From July 6-13, 2022, the National Veterans 
Wheelchair Games (NVWG) will be held in Tempe, AZ. We have 
about 20 veterans, caregivers and staff attending the event. We are 
excited to announce that we have 7 novice veterans. The Board of 
Directors of the Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter and I 
know how much the NVWG can change a veteran’s life and it is a great introduction to 
adaptive sports.  

 

On Thursday, June 9, 2022 at 2:30 PM, the Chapter and the SCI/D Center hosted 
our Annual SCI Memorial to honor the veterans we had lost in the past year. The 
event went well and we want to thank all the veterans family and friends who joined 
us. We will always remember our spinal cord injury veterans.  

 

I want to thank all the Sacramento PVA members who joined us on Wednesday, 
June 22, 2022 at Ability Center for a membership meeting, lunch and Boccia Ball 
Clinic. Thank you Ability Center for sponsoring the event! We were excited to see all of 
you. We will be visiting Reno at the end of September. Please refer to Page 21 for 
more information. Later in the year, the Chapter will visit the Hawaii and Fresno areas.  

 

On August 13, 2022 the Chapter will be hosting our 60th Anniversary Annual 
Banquet at the Hyatt Regency in Santa Clara. We are proud to have served veterans 
with spinal cord injuries and/or diseases for the past 60 years in Northern California, 
Northern Nevada and the Pacific Islands and we look forward to the next 60 years. 
Please RSVP by Monday, August 1, 2022 if you have received an invitation.  

 

I want to welcome Mr. Kyle Hansel to the Board of Directors. Mr. Hansel is a 
marine veteran who is motivated to raise funds for the programs of the Chapter, 
especially the Sports & Recreation program. I am excited to have him join.  

 

Visitation on the unit is still very limited. I am always here for you if you need 
anything. Please feel free to reach out to me at amaral@bawpva.org or (650) 399-
5296 with any questions. I will be traveling a lot throughout the Summer, but I will 
make sure to get back to you in a timely manner.  
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Protecting what is OURS: 
 
 As we may or may not know, there are a lot of scams circulating with 
one goal, to get access to our money and/or to get us to send the scammers 
money.   
 
 The Department of Veterans Affairs sent the information below regarding the Pension 
Poaching Campaign,  
 
 What is Pension Poaching?  Pension poaching is a financial scam targeting Veterans, 
survivors and their families who are potentially eligible for VA benefits.  
 
 An example of a pension poaching scam is someone with malicious intent profiting financially 
from assisting a Veteran and artificially qualifying them for VA Pension benefits. If Pension benefits 
are approved and VA later determines that eligibility did not actually exist, the claimant would be 
required to repay these benefits to the government. To educate and prevent fraud, VA sent a letter 
and email to approximately 162,000 Veterans over the age of 65 and in receipt of VA Pension 
benefits. This outreach provided resources for Veterans on how to prevent fraud, as well as 
resources for anyone who believes they have been a victim. 
 
 Another resource for protecting what is ours is the The National Council on Aging posted an 
article dated February 19, 2021 stating “the FBI estimates that seniors lose more than $3 billion 
each year to fraudsters”.  The scammers target the elder population because they believe they have 
wealth, to include low-income seniors.  The scammers are no respecter of person, both wealthy and 
low-income seniors are vulnerable to financial abuse. 
It has also been documented in the article that over 90% of all reported elder abuse is committed by 
a family member, first their own children, or grand children and nieces and nephews.  As a National 
Service Officer, I unfortunately have seen this first hand, parents taking from their veteran child that 
was severely disabled from an IED and spouses abusing their veteran husband/wife for their money.  
If a veteran feels he/she is being financial abused, let your physician know, they can request the VA 
to name a fiduciary on your behalf.   
 
The following are 10 popular scams and a brief description:  

1. Government imposter scam – calling victims and stating they are from the IRS, SS and/or 
Medicare and threatening them if they do not pay up. 

2. The Grandparent scam – calling a grandparent and pretending to be a grandchild asking them 
for money for an unspecified bill and ask them to not tell anyone.  The scammer will ask them 
to pay in gift cards and/or money transfer due to not always requiring identification. 

3. Medicare/health insurance scams – the scammers pose as a Medicare representative and ask 
them for their personal information, or offer bogus medical services at makeshift mobile 
clinics, then bill Medicare or health care.   

 

 

National Service Officer Report 
Tami Anderson, Senior National Service Officer 
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4. Computer tech support scam – the scammers prey on the lack of knowledge elders have when 
it comes to computers equipment. The scammer may ask for remote access or you have to 
pay a fee.  The Federal Trade Commission found that “seniors who fell for this lost an 
average of $500 each to computer tech support scams in 2018”. 

5. Sweepstakes & Lottery scam – the scammer calls and states you have won and need to send 
money to unlock the supposed prize. 

6. Robocalls/phone scams – one popular robocall was the “Can you hear me?” call and they 
record your voice and use it for a voice signature to authorize unwanted charges on items like 
credit cards. 

7. Romance scams – scammers exploit lonely elders on dating sites. 
8. Internet and email fraud – Phishing emails and text messages. 
9. Elder financial abuse – this is carried out by someone the elder person knows. 
10. Charity scams – call claiming they are collecting money for a good cause. 
 

 If you suspect any of the above, call the Eldercare Locator, a government-sponsored program 
national resource line at 1-800-677-1116 or visit their website at https://eldercare.acl.gov. 
If you are interested in reading the whole article or additional information on the National Council of 
aging, go to https://www.ncoa.org. 
 
 This is a difficult subject because we do not want to feel that we are vulnerable, however, we 
need to be realistic with ourselves and ask for assistance when needed.  
 
Additional VA news: 
 
Presumptive service connection for Gulf War Toxic Exposure: 
 
 VA has added 12 conditions to the list of disabilities presumptively connected to toxic 
exposure for Gulf War Veterans who served in the Southwest Asia theater of operations. These 
conditions include asthma, sinusitis, rhinitis and nine respiratory cancers -  

● Squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx. 

● Squamous cell carcinoma of the trachea. 

● Adenocarcinoma of the trachea. 

● Salivary gland-type tumors of the trachea. 

● Adenosquamous carcinoma of the lung. 

● Large cell carcinoma of the lung. 

● Salivary gland-type tumors of the lung. 

● Sarcomatoid carcinoma of the lung. 

● Typical and atypical carcinoid of the lung 

 

 If a veteran served in the Southwest Asia theater of operations beginning August 2, 1990 to 

present, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Syria or Dijouti beginning September 19, 2001 to present.  The 

Department of Veterans Affairs will contact veterans and survivors who have been impacted.   

If you have any questions, contact the Department of Veterans Affairs at 1-800-827-1000 or your 

Veterans Service Organization.  

https://eldercare.acl.gov
https://www.ncoa.org
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 Board Meetings via Zoom 
 
If you are interested in participating in the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, Bay Area and Western Chapter’s Board of Director’s Meeting via video 
and teleconferencing below is the information: 
 
VA Palo Alto Health Care System is under strict restrictions due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic; therefore, all meetings will be held virtually until further notice.  
  

Tuesday, July 19, 2022 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 

Tuesday, September 13, 2022 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83701668667?pwd=R09NV1duRXlheHZGOGV3ckNDUUNRUT09 

 
Meeting ID: 837 0166 8667 

Passcode: 0xfGNG 
One tap mobile 

+16699009128,,83701668667#,,,,,,0#,,971921# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,83701668667#,,,,,,0#,,971921# US (Houston) 

 
Dial by your location 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 837 0166 8667 

Passcode: 971921 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc8NM3FXjv 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83701668667?pwd=R09NV1duRXlheHZGOGV3ckNDUUNRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc8NM3FXjv
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July  

 
 
 
 
 

Adelbert Mairose 

Antonio Foward 

Armando Acosta 

Asher Williams, Jr. 

Christopher Spotts 

Craig Cole 

Dale Milani 

Danny Smith 

David Seidel 

Dean Pieper 

Dennis DeGray 

Dennis Ross 

Donald McKercher 

Donald Peterson 

Donna Cortesi 

Douglas Pratt 

Fernando Marmolejo 

Harold Cardenas 

Ilya Poluektov 

Jai Cheon 

James Adams 

Jeremiah Warren 

Jesse Rubio 

Jessica Greene 

Joaquin Castellanos 

Joseph Ebalo 

Joseph Hoyle 

Joseph Rodrigues, Jr. 

Joshua Barron 

Kathryn Thomas 

Kenneth Sledge 

Kurt Valencia 

Larry Parlette 

Linda Moore 

Manuel Zurita, Jr. 

Mario Baca 

Mark Goodrich 

Mark Reese 

Martin Jacobson 

Michael Gannon 

Norman Longaker 

Patrick Bonnett 

Patrick Michael 

Randall Richmond 

Roger Hill 

Roger McCullar 

Scott Horton 

Stanley MacIsaac 

Terry Thomas 

Tim Miller 

Thomas Yasko 

William Metzger 

 
 
 
 
 

August 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Armando Madrid 

Augusto Cepeda 

Barbara Healy 

Billy Harris, Jr. 

Brandon Handel 

Cecil Ethington 

Charlie Collins 

David Monis 

Dennis Knight 

Donald Hovater 

Elmer Williams 

Eric McManus 

Felix Ramos 

Franz Wall 

George Tollworthy 

Jeff Deleon 

Jeffrey Pindell 

Jerry Crowell 

John Strock 

Jose Chavez 

Keith Simmons 

Kraig Dern 

Lori Wunder-Deets 

Michael Cash  

Michael Sesher 

Michael Sturdivan 

Mike Nishimoto 

Richard Perlenfein 

Robert Neely 

Robert Vigil 

Ronald Mangaccat 

Rory Moore 

Scott Gallos 

Sonia Alvarado 

Tommy Parker 

Warren Dastrup 

William Golson 

 
 
 
 

 
September  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Alfred Guerrero 
Benjamin Brownell 

Cal Linnell 

Carl Westenberg 

Chet Miller 

Chris Broderson 

Christopher Mateo 

Conrad Bascon 

Craig Michals 

Dale Parris 

Daniel Cruz 

Danny Everhart 

Danny Pelaiz 

DeAnn Wright 

Delane Foley 

Diane Beattie 

Donald Jarvis 

Esau Fortunat 

Gunda Vormwald 

Harry McCurdy 

Henry Guttmann 

Jaime Carrillo 

James Sigl 

Jimmie Brown 

John Jaramillo 

Jon Little 

Jose Lopez 

Leah Montoya 

Michael Gordon 

Michael Simmons 

Michael Smith 

Michael Steele 

Nils Pultz 

Patrick Butcher 

Peter Barber 

Peter Jacoway 

Phillip Reyes 

Ralph Hodge 

Randy Wight 

Raymond Herrick 

Robert Dalri 

Robert Dyer 

Robert Ivie 

Robert Ryan 

Roland Quade 

Ronald Hamilin, Jr 

Ronnie Quillen 

Saite Moliga 

Terrence Shenks 

Thomas Anderson 

Travis Amick 

Yurik Resetnikov 
Wayne Blevins 



 

  The Bridge                                                                                                                   Page 23 

 

 

● 4 - 4th of July  
(Office Closed) 

● 6 to 13 - NVWG 
Tempe, AZ 

● 12 - Virtual NSO Chat  
11:30am, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-101 

● 19 - Virtual BOD Meeting  
1pm, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-118 

● 21 - Bingo & Pizza Night 
3pm, Bldg. 7 Dining Room 

 

● 29 - Peer Mentoring 
Support Program 
12pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. F-125 

● 1 - RSVP Deadline for 
Annual Banquet  
Bldg. 7 Rm. E-118 

● 9 - Virtual NSO Chat  
11:30am, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-101 

● 9 - Virtual BOD Meeting  
1pm, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-118 

● 13 - Annual  
Banquet 
6pm, Santa Clara, CA 

● 18 - Bingo & Pizza Night 
3pm, Bldg. 7 Dining Room 

● 19 to 20 - DISC Golf 
Clinic 
10am, San Jose, CA 

● 26 - Peer Mentoring 
Support Program 
12pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. F-125 

● 28 to 31 - PVA Summit 
Dallas, TX 

 

● 5 - Labor Day 
(Office Closed) 

● 8 - Shuffleboard Clinic  
3:00pm, Bldg. 7 Dining 
Room 

● 12 to 16 - Military Sports 
Camp  
Reno, NV 

● 13 - Virtual NSO Chat  
11:30am, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-101 

● 13 - Virtual BOD Meeting  
1pm, Bldg. 7 Rm.  
E-118 

● 15 - Bingo & Pizza Night 
3pm, Bldg. 7 Dining Room 

● 26 to 27 - Reno 
Membership Meeting   
Reno, NV 

● 30 - Peer Mentoring 
Support Program 
12pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. F-125 

SUN MO TUE WE THU FRI SAT 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

July 2022 

SUN MO TUE WED TH FRI SAT 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

August 2022 

SUN MO TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

September 2022 



Important Telephone Numbers, E-Mail Addresses, & Web Sites: 

Bay Area & Western PVA 
Tele: 650-858-3936 
 800-273-6789 (toll-free) 

E-Mail: administration@bawpva.org 

Web:   www.bawpva.org 
 

Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA),  
Washington, D.C. 
Tele:     800-424-8200 (toll-free) 
E-Mail: info@pva.org 
Web: www.pva.org 
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) National 
Service Officers 
Reese Levasseur, NSO Candidate, Palo Alto 
Tele:   650-493-5000, ext. 65046 
 
Alice Borja, NSO, Sacramento 
Tele:     800-795-3587 
Mather Office: 916-843-2602 
 
Jason McDonald, NSO, Reno 
Tele:    775-321-4789 
 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
Tele:     800-827-1000 (toll-free) 
Web:      www.va.gov 

 
California Department of Veterans Affairs (CDVA) 

Tele: 800-952-5626 (toll-free) 
Web: www.cdva.ca.gov 
 
Social Security Administration 
Tele: 800-772-1213 (toll-free) 
Web: www.ssa.gov 
 
San Mateo County Commission on Disabilities 
Web: www.smco-cod.org 
 
VA Palo Alto Health Care System 
Tele:     650-493-5000 
 SCI Out-Patient:   ext.  65871 
 W/C Repair:          ext.  63235 
 Social Work:         ext.  64496 
 OT:                       ext.  65604 
 PT:                       ext.  65672 
 Recreation:          ext.  64353 
 

San Francisco VA Medical Center 
Eva Woodward, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:    415-221-4810, ext. 23470 
 
VA Northern California 
Brian Tolentino, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     916-843-9130 
 
Fresno VA Medical Center 
Anita Morris, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     559-225-6100, ext. 4409 
 
Reno VA Medical Center 
Chelsea Estep, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     775-785-7075 
 
Honolulu Clinic 
Lee Ann Nakamoto, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     808-433-7853 

http://www.bawpva.org
http://www.pva.org
http://www.va.gov
http://www.cdva.gov
http://www.ssa.gov
http://www.smco-ccd.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-6132553
http://www.igive.com/default.cfm?c=68031C:/Users/Owner/Documents/403B

