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Executive Director's Message
WRITTEN BY KORY AMARAL

Hello, I hope everyone is having a great Spring! I know some of you have heard of the

changes within the Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter

(BAWPVA), but I wanted to make a formal announcement. Mr. Reese Levasseur, the

President & National Director of BAWPVA, has resigned as the Chapter's President and

National Director effective April 30, 2022. Mr. Levasseur may be leaving the Chapter, but

he will still be seen at VA Palo Alto Health Care System's SCI/D Center because he has

taken the National Service Officer (NSO) position in Palo Alto. The Chapter is forever

grateful for Mr. Levasseur's dedication to the Chapter throughout the years, but we

would like to congratulate him on his new role. 

Mr. Levasseur will be starting as the National Service Officer (NSO) in Palo Alto

sometime in May. If you need to speak with an NSO, please join us on May 10, 2022 at

11:30 AM via Zoom. See page 2 for more information. There will be coverage in Palo Alto

each month while Mr. Levasseur is in training, but if you have questions, please do not

hesitate to reach out and we will connect you with a representative from PVA.  

Adaptive Sports have always been important to the Chapter especially because we have

the National Veterans Wheelchair Games coming up. We recently held a Membership

Meeting & Cycling Clinic in Mountain View and over 30 veterans attended. The Chapter

will be hosting more clinics within the next few months. I will keep you informed. 

Please, if you need anything, do not hesitate to reach out. We are here for you,
email Kory Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org or call (650) 399-5296 with any
questions or concerns.  
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Goods Inspiring Veterans Everywhere (GIVE)
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

The Chapter is hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is looking to the community to donate lightly

used clothing and other items that will directly benefit a veteran. Through the GIVE Program, we would love to expand the

program by bringing in more funds for our veterans. 

 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE

https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/g-i-v-e-clothing-donation/
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Car Donation
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

Are you tired of having too many cars or is your car getting old and you are looking to donate it? The Car Donation Program is

a program in which we accept vehicles and the proceeds go to our veterans. The process is very simple and veterans from

Northern California will benefit from the donation. 

 

Car Donation Program 

https://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
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National PVA's Washington Update
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S GOVERNEMENT RELATIONS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

 

House Panels Scrutinize VA Accreditation Process for Claims
Representatives

 

PVA submitted a statement for an April 27 hearing looking at the VA’s

accreditation process for individuals who assist veterans and survivors with VA

claims, appeals, and related matters. The joint hearing conducted by the House

Veterans’ Affairs Disability and Memorial Affairs and Oversight and Investigation

subcommittees was prompted by a growing concern that increasing numbers of

unaccredited entities are taking advantage of veterans or their survivors. 

 

PVA reminded the subcommittees that the current accreditation standards may

seem cumbersome, but that is because the stakes are high. After all, those

accredited to represent veterans before the VA have access to veterans’ and

claimants’ most personal data, including Social Security numbers, private health

information, marital status, and children’s information. It should not be easy to

access this information, and the accreditation requirements exist to protect

veterans and their families so that they can fully trust the VA with the

information required to adjudicate their claims. Unfortunately, we have heard

numerous stories about veterans signing contracts that commit them to give up

their VA eBenefits logon and other private information to an unaccredited

organization. Many of these veterans are locked into paying months’ worth of

benefits if a claim is granted, contrary to the accepted formula set out in statute. 

 

This hearing was recorded so you can watch it here. And as a reminder,

assistance from PVA’s service officers is completely free of charge. Please do not

pay for any kind of benefits help before checking with PVA's Veterans Benefits

Department or another reputable veterans service organization whose staff are

specially trained and experienced in working with veterans’ claims.
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National PVA Sports
IN SPONSORSHIP WITH NATIONAL PVA'S SPORTS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C. AND PVA CHAPTERS
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Misson College's Valor Center 
for Veterans

SPONSORED BY MISSION COLLEGE
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COMING SOON 
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About Us
THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) is a

nonprofit, veterans service organization located in Palo Alto, CA.  BAWPVA serves spinal cord

injured and/or dysfunction veterans located in Northern California, Northern Nevada and the

Pacific Islands.  BAWPVA is one of 33 chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

located across the United States. Currently, BAWPVA has approximately 500 members.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) services

provide direct support to the Chapter's programs.  BAWPVA sponsors various events and

adaptive sports clinics at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo Alto, CA, VA Northern

California Health Care System, VA Central California Health Care System, VA Sierra Nevada

Health Care System and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System.

If you are interested in membership, volunteering, or donating please contact us today.
Our office is located at:

3801 Miranda Ave.

Building 7 Rm. E-118

Palo Alto, CA  94304

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 27

Palo Alto, CA  94304-0027

Phone:

(650) 858-3936 - Office

(650) 399-5296 - Mobile

Email:

administration@bawpva.org

Website:

bawpva.org
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