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President's Message
WRITTEN BY REESE LEVASSEUR

Happy March to all of you. I cannot believe how fast 2022 is going by. The Paralyzed

Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter (BAWPVA) is still following VA

Palo Alto Health Care System's (VAPAHCS) guidelines, so the office is still closed to

visitors and the events hosted by the Chapter at VAPAHCS will be limited to

inpatients. The Chapter and SCI/D Recreation Therapy will be planning events in the

near future that will be in the community so we can see more of you. 

There is still a vacancy of a National Service Officer (NSO) in Palo Alto. If you need to

speak with an NSO, please join us on March 8, 2022 at 11:30 AM via Zoom. See page

2 for more information. There will be temporary coverage in Palo Alto each month,

but if you have questions, please do not hesitate to reach out and we will connect

you with a representative from PVA.  

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter (BAWPVA) has

decided to cancel the St. Patrick's Day Luncheon due to the low census at VAPAHCS.

Instead, the Chapter will host a Spring Luncheon for SCI/D Inpatient veterans and

staff on April 19, 2022 at 12:00 PM. 

Adaptive Sports have always been important to the Chapter especially because we

have the National Veterans Wheelchair Games coming up. We have recently received

donations from National PVA that will allow us to offer new sports to Chapter

members. If you are interested in Air Rifle Shooting, please reach out to Executive

Director Kory Amaral. The Chapter will also have DISC Golf Clinics in the near future.  

Please, if you need anything, do not hesitate to reach out. We are here for you,
email Kory Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org with any questions or concerns.  

E-BRIDGE
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area & Western Chapter, INC.

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER
CHAT

GOODS INSPIRING VETERANS
EVERYWHERE (GIVE) AND
WHEELS HELPING WARRIORS
(WHW) PROGRAMS

NATIONAL PVA'S
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
WASHINGTON UPDATE

SCI/D RESEARCH'S NEW
STUDY

NATIONAL PVA'S SPORTS
UPDATE

BAWPVA'S SPRING
LUNCHEON

ABOUT US

In This Issue



M A R C H  2 0 2 2  |  V O L U M E  1 2  I S S U E  N O . 6

P A G E  2

E-BRIDGE
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area & Western

Chapter, INC.

ADVOCACY LEGISLATIVE
SEMINAR
MARCH 7-11

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER
MONTHY CHAT
MARCH 8

BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S
MEETING 
MARCH 8

BOCCIA BALL CLINIC
(INPATIENTS)
MARCH 10

BINGO & PIZZA NIGHT
(INPATIENTS)
MARCH 17

SCI PEER MENTORING
PROGRAM
MARCH 25

WINTER SPORTS CLINIC
MARCH 26 -  APRIL 1

March CalendarNational Service Officer 
Monthly Chat

IN SPONSORSHIP WITH THE
 PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA'S BAY AREA AND WESTERN

CHAPTER AND NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA



M A R C H  2 0 2 2  |  V O L U M E  1 2  I S S U E  N O . 6

Goods Inspiring Veterans Everywhere (GIVE)
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

The Chapter is hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is looking to the community to donate lightly

used clothing and other items that will directly benefit a veteran. Through the GIVE Program, we would love to expand the

program by bringing in more funds for our veterans. 

 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE

https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/g-i-v-e-clothing-donation/
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Wheels Helping Warriors (WHW) 
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

Are you tired of having too many cars or is your car getting old and you are looking to donate it? The Wheels Helping Warriors

Program is a program in which we accept vehicles and the proceeds go to our veterans. The process is very simple and

veterans from Northern California will benefit from the donation. 

 

Vehicle Donation Program - WHW

https://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html



M A R C H  2 0 2 2  |  V O L U M E  1 2  I S S U E  N O . 6

National PVA's Washington Update
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S GOVERNEMENT RELATIONS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Bipartisan Bill to Improve Availability of VA HCBS Introduced in the House
 

For several months, PVA’s Government Relations team has been working with House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee (HVAC) staff on legislation that would greatly improve the

availability of VA’s Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) for our members. That bill,
H.R. 6823, the Elizabeth Dole Home and Community Based Services for Veterans and

Caregivers Act of 2022, was introduced on February 25 and it would make urgently needed
improvements to VA HCBS. 

 
If passed, H.R. 6823 would raise existing caps on noninstitutional care from 65 percent of

the cost of nursing home care to 100 percent. It also requires VA to establish a Veteran
Directed Care (VDC) program at each VA medical center and ensure the program is
available in the U.S. territories as well. It would also allow catastrophically disabled

veterans to continue to use funds under the VDC program during a period of
hospitalization to hire an attendant to assist with their non-medical needs during

hospitalization. 
 

Other provisions in the bill help pave the way for greater veteran participation in critical
support programs such as Homemaker and Home Health Aide, Home-Based Primary Care,
and Skilled Home Care. Additional language ensures careful consideration is given to the

health care needs of any veteran who is removed from the Program of Comprehensive
Assistance for Family Caregivers (PCAFC), ensuring they receive a smooth and personalized
transition from the PCAFC to an appropriate program within VA that meets their needs for
noninstitutional extended care services. The bill also includes a pilot program to address

direct care worker shortages.  
 

PVA thanks HVAC, Subcommittee on Health Chairwoman Julia Brownley (D-CA) and Ranking
Member Jack Bergman (R-MI) for introducing this extremely important legislation that

targets so many of our concerns about current VA HCBS program shortfalls. We call on
Congress to quickly pass this desperately needed legislation.
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National PVA Sports
IN SPONSORSHIP WITH NATIONAL PVA'S SPORTS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C. AND PVA CHAPTERS
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Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay
Area and Western Chapter's 

Spring Luncheon
SPONSORED BY THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA

AND WESTERN CHAPTER
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About Us
THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) is a

nonprofit, veterans service organization located in Palo Alto, CA.  BAWPVA serves spinal cord

injured and/or dysfunction veterans located in Northern California, Northern Nevada and the

Pacific Islands.  BAWPVA is one of 33 chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

located across the United States. Currently, BAWPVA has approximately 500 members.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) services

provide direct support to the Chapter's programs.  BAWPVA sponsors various events and

adaptive sports clinics at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo Alto, CA, VA Northern

California Health Care System, VA Central California Health Care System, VA Sierra Nevada

Health Care System and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System.

If you are interested in membership, volunteering, or donating please contact us today.
Our office is located at:

3801 Miranda Ave.

Building 7 Rm. E-118

Palo Alto, CA  94304

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 27

Palo Alto, CA  94304-0027

Phone:

(650) 858-3936 - Office

(650) 399-5296 - Mobile

Email:

administration@bawpva.org

Website:

bawpva.org
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