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President's Message
WRITTEN BY REESE LEVASSEUR

We are a month into the New Year and things are steady. Positivity is the only way

we will get though the COVID-19 Pandemic. We are still facing uncertainties, so the

Chapter is going to continue to follow CDC guidelines and VA protocols to ensure our

staff at the Chapter and veterans in the hospital are safe; therefore, the office will be

closed most days. Of course, that does not mean we are not here for you. Please

email Executive Director Kory Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org if you need anything. 

There is still a vacancy of a National Service Officer (NSO) in Palo Alto. If you need to

speak with an NSO, please join us on February 8, 2022 at 11:30 AM via Zoom. See

page 2 for more information. There will be temporary coverage in Palo Alto each

month, but if you have questions, please do not hesitate to reach out and we will

connect you with someone. 

BAWPVA and SCI/D Center's Peer Support Mentoring Program - Education and Lunch

will continue on the last Friday of the month. This is a great chance to interact with

your fellow veterans. A zoom option is available if you are not an inpatient. 

Adaptive Sports have always been important to the Chapter. We have recently

received a couple donations from National PVA that will allow us to offer new sports

to Chapter members. If you are interested in Air Rifle Shooting, please reach out to

Executive Director Kory Amaral. The Chapter will also have DISC Golf Clinics in the

near future.  

Please, if you need anything, do not hesitate to reach out. We are here for you. 
We also just ordered more face masks so if you are interested, please let us
know. We can send it to your house. 
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Goods Inspiring Veterans Everywhere (GIVE)
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

The Chapter is hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is looking to the community to donate lightly

used clothing and other items that will directly benefit a veteran. Through the GIVE Program, we would love to expand the

program by bringing in more funds for our veterans. 

 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE

https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/g-i-v-e-clothing-donation/
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Wheels Helping Warriors (WHW) 
Program

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA AND THE
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN CHAPTER, INC.

Are you tired of having too many cars or is your car getting old and you are looking to donate it? The Wheels Helping Warriors

Program is a program in which we accept vehicles and the proceeds go to our veterans. The process is very simple and

veterans from Northern California will benefit from the donation. 

 

Vehicle Donation Program - WHW

https://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
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National PVA's Washington Update
WRITTEN BY NATIONAL PVA'S GOVERNEMENT RELATIONS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

PVA’s 2022 Policy Priorities
 

We recently released PVA’s veterans and disability policy priorities for 2022. Our priorities reflect the

need for paralyzed veterans to have access to high-quality, comprehensive health care and timely,

accurate delivery of all earned benefits. They must also have equity of access to the opportunities

and freedoms available to all Americans. The list of priorities for this year are as follows: 

 

·Protect Access to VA’s Specialized Health Care Services (System Access, Staffing, and Infrastructure)

·Expand Access to VA Long-Term Services and Supports (Facility-Based Long-Term Care and Home and

Community-Based Services and Caregiver Supports)

·Improve VA Health Care Services and Benefits for Catastrophically Disabled Veterans and their

Survivors (Assisted Reproductive Technologies, Survivor Benefits, Adapted Automobile Benefits, and

Home Modification Grants)

·Increase Access to VA Health Care and Benefits for Women Veterans with SCI/D

·Protect the Civil Rights of People with Disabilities (Access to Air Travel and Americans with Disabilities

Act (ADA) Compliance) 

·Strengthen and Enhance Social Security Benefits

·Increase Employment Prospects for Veterans with Disabilities

To learn more about our priorities, please click here. 

Hazardous Exposures Survey

Over the past year, Congress has been working on legislation that would expand VA benefits and

services to veterans who were exposed to hazardous substances during their military service. As part of

this ongoing effort, the House Veterans Affairs Committee (HVAC) is inviting veterans who are living

with the effects of service-related toxic exposures to participate in this survey. Responses of

participants will help support the Committee’s efforts to advance this important legislation.  

Survivors and Dependents Survey

 HVAC has established a survey to learn more about the experience of survivors and dependents with

VA benefits in preparation for an upcoming hearing. To provide feedback, please click here. 

Upcoming Hearings

For the latest VA hearings, please visit the House and Senate Committee pages.
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F E B R A U R Y  2 0 2 2 |  V O L U M E  1 2  I S S U E  N O .  5

P A G E  6

National PVA Sports
IN SPONSORSHIP WITH NATIONAL PVA'S SPORTS TEAM IN

WASHINGTON, D.C. AND PVA CHAPTERS
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VA Palo Alto SCI/D Center's
Outpatient Update

WRITTEN BY THE VA PALO ALTO SCI/D CENTER'S OUTPATIENT TEAM
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About Us
THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, BAY AREA & WESTERN

CHAPTER, INC.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) is a

nonprofit, veterans service organization located in Palo Alto, CA.  BAWPVA serves spinal cord

injured and/or dysfunction veterans located in Northern California, Northern Nevada and the

Pacific Islands.  BAWPVA is one of 33 chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

located across the United States. Currently, BAWPVA has approximately 500 members.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Bay Area and Western Chapter, INC. (BAWPVA) services

provide direct support to the Chapter's programs.  BAWPVA sponsors various events and

adaptive sports clinics at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in Palo Alto, CA, VA Northern

California Health Care System, VA Central California Health Care System, VA Sierra Nevada

Health Care System and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System.

If you are interested in membership, volunteering, or donating please contact us today.
Our office is located at:

3801 Miranda Ave.

Building 7 Rm. E-118

Palo Alto, CA  94304

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 27

Palo Alto, CA  94304-0027

Phone:

(650) 858-3936

Email:

administration@bawpva.org

Website:

bawpva.org
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