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I hope everyone is having 
a great start to Spring. We 
have many membership 
meetings coming up and we 
would love to see you there. This year, we 
decided to attach a clinic to the membership 
meetings to introduce our members to Adaptive 
Sports, please refer to page 11 for more details. 

The Chapter was bummed that the Winter 
Sports Clinic was cancelled due to COVID-19, but 
we understand the safety of our veterans and the 
community is most important. The National 
Veterans Wheelchair Games is right around the 
corner and we would love to send as many 
veterans to the games as possible. The deadline 
to register is April 15, 2020 so please go online 
and submit your application. If you like to golf, you 
might be interested in playing in the Chapter’s 
10th Annual Golf Tournament, please let Kory 
Amaral know. Many individuals sponsor our 
disabled veterans to play.  

If you are able to access a computer, we 
encourage you so sign up for MyHealtheVet 
especially with what is going on and due to the 
stay at home orders. My HealtheVet is a great 
online tool to schedule appointments and much 
more. If you need help signing up please contact 
the following: Call (x60393 or 650.849.0393) help 
by phone or schedule bedside assistance.   

We have some exciting news! Peer Support is 
now continuing at VA Palo Alto on the last 
Thursday of each month. Refer to page 4 for more 
details. Please do not hesitate to contact me at: 
levasseur@bawpva.org if you have any questions. 

Please everyone stay safe and let me know if 
the Chapter can help in any way.  

President  
Reese Levasseur 
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Executive Director  
Kory Amaral              

 I want to start out by saying I hope everyone is safe. I know COVID-19 has 
caused a lot of uncertainty in what the future may look like, but I want to ensure you 
that I am here for you if you need anything. The office is currently closed due to 
COVID-19 restrictions on the VA campus in Palo Alto until further notice. I am trying to 
come in on Wednesdays for now, but that may change in the future. Due to COVID-19 
many of our events are going to be postponed or cancelled in the next couple of 
months.  
  
 Although the Chapter is being restricted on what events we may have in the future, we have 
tentatively scheduled the below events. On May 26-29, 2020, President Levasseur, Board Member 
Modrzejowski, and I will be attending PVA’s Annual Convention in Dallas, TX. On June 3-4, 2020, the 
Chapter is having its Annual Fresno Membership Meeting in Fresno, CA. More information is available on 
page 11 and a letter will go out to the local members in the near future. On June 17-18, 2020, the Chapter is 
having its Annual Reno Membership Meeting & Clinic in Reno, NV. More information is available on page 11 
and a letter will go out to local members in the near future. On June 9, 2020 at 5:00 pm, the Chapter is 
continuing our Pizza Nights at the SCI/D Center in Palo Alto, CA. The Pizza Nights are a great way to discuss 
important issues/concerns with the Board and to eat yummy food!  

 

 On March 2-5, 2020, I attended the Advocacy Legislation Seminar in Washington, D.C. presented by 
National PVA. National PVA and the Chapter focused on three main topics: The Air Carrier Access Act, 
Specialized Care, and to extend Social Security for the PVA representatives to present to the Congressman/
Congresswoman and Senators. The Chapter met with representatives from Northern California and Hawaii. 
The Air Carrier Access Act has been reintroduced to Congress and the Senate. Although the Air Carrier 
Access Act has been around for many years, individuals with disabilities are still facing barriers when it comes 
to air travel. I have personally witnessed equipment getting damaged and it is unacceptable. Airlines should 
take responsibility and train their employees.   The PVA is also continuing the fight to keep specialized care, 
such as spinal cord injury service, in the VA system. PVA wants veterans to stay in the VA, so PVA is asking 
the representatives push to not privatize the VA. Many of our of veterans are not service connected and they 
rely on Social Security, so we must fight to keep it active.  

  
 Spring is a great time to continue donating. The Chapter has the GIVE Clothing Donation Program 
(GIVE) and Wheels Helping Warriors Vehicle Donation Program (WHW). Please refer to page 6 for more 
details of the GIVE Program which can benefit the Chapter. The contact information for the WHW Program 
has changed please visit https://pva.carsmarketing.org/HOME.html for more information. The Chapter will 

also be having our 10th Annual Golf Tournament on Monday, August 3, 2020 at Palo Alto Hills Golf and 
Country Club in Palo Alto, CA. Please refer to http://www.bawpva.org/_fileCabinet/golfflyer2020.pdf  for more 
details. I would like to personally thank the Safeway Foundation in Northern California and Lockheed Martin 
Company for their constant support to the Chapter. We are able to continue our programs due to their 
generosity.  

 

 The final event I would like to talk about is our Annual Awareness Fair that was scheduled for 
Thursday, April 23, 2020 from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm at the VA Palo Alto. The Chapter had many exhibitors 
who were going to attend and there would have been many fitness demonstrations, an exoskeleton 
demonstration, and a fly fishing demonstration, but the Chapter had to postpone the event due to COVID-19. 
A future date has not been set, but the Chapter knows that the Awareness Fair brings great resources and 
awareness to individuals with disabilities and the community. The Chapter hopes to have a date soon.  

https://pva.carsmarketing.org/HOME.html
http://www.bawpva.org/_fileCabinet/golfflyer2020.pdf
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http://www.mobilityworks.com/
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National Service Officer Report 
Tami Anderson,   
Senior National Service Officer/West-North Area Manager 

 
 
VA Introduces New Direct Deposit Options for Veterans and 
Beneficiaries 
Partners with Association of Military Banks of America            
 
 The Department of Veterans Affairs has partnered with the Association of Military 
Banks of America (AMBA); to offer Veterans increased banking options, support and access 
to education to achieve financial independence, resiliency and literacy.  Currently, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs delivers Veteran’s benefits via Electronic Funds Transfer 
(EFT), Direct Express (pre-paid debit card) or paper check if approved by the Treasury.  
There are approximately 250,000 Veterans and beneficiaries who receive their VA benefits 
via a Direct Deposit pre-paid debit card or paper checks are mailed by the Treasury 
Department. 
 
 A Veteran who does not have a traditional bank account and is dependent on their 
monthly benefits via a pre-paid debit card or paper check may be more vulnerable to scams, 
theft and/or fraud.  Veterans and the elderly often times are targeted by predatory 
marketplace actors; trying to scam them out of their money.   If you are currently receiving a 
paper check and would like to receive a Direct Express card; please contact the Department 
of Veterans Affairs at 1-800-827-1000 for assistance. 
 
 The VA and AMBA partnership became effective December 20, 2019; and is there to 
assist Veterans who are unbanked, or under-banked to receive the necessary services and 
safety from a fully accredited, FDIC-protected bank.   The current participating AMBA 
partners are USAA, Wells Fargo, Bank of America, Regions Bank and Fort Sill National 
Bank.  If you would like to enroll; the link is www.veteransbenefitsbanking.org; which will 
provide assistance on choosing the right bank for you and the steps to apply for an account. 
 
 There is an application process at each participating banks; and each are different.  
The banks participating in this program are committed to assisting Veterans and their 
families find the right banking services that fit their needs.  If you have any questions 
concerning this program, please contact the Department of Veterans Affairs at 1-800-827-
1000; they supervise this program.  If you have questions about specific bank products or 
services; those should be directed to that individual bank. 
 
 The website to reach a bank is again www.veteransbenefitsbanking.org; and 
questions concerning the overall program, contact the Department of Veterans Affairs at 1-
800-827-1000. 

http://www.veteransbenefitsbanking.org
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Fresno Membership Meeting & Clinic 
 When: Thursday, June 4, 2020 
   11:00am-3:00pm 

Where: Central California’s VA HCS (Fresno VAMC) 
  2615 E. Clinton Ave. 
  Building 25 Conference Room, First Floor 
  Fresno, CA 93703 

 Notes:  There will be a movie night on Wednesday, June 3, 2020. 
   Please let me know if you would like to attend this event as 
   well. Location will be announced soon.  
 RSVP: Bay Area & Western Chapter PVA 
   (650) 858-3936 or amaral@bawpva.org 
   RSVP by May 21, 2020 

Reno Membership Meeting & Clinic 
 When: Thursday, June 18, 2020 
   11:00am-3:00pm 

Where: VA Sierra Nevada HCS (Reno VAMC) 
  975 Kirman Ave.   
  Tahoe Room (Room May Change) 
  Reno, NV 89502 

 Notes:  The Chapter will also be present at the Lunch and Learn on  
   Wednesday, June 17, 2020 (more information is on  
   Page 10). Please let me know if you would like to attend 
   this event as well.  
 RSVP: Bay Area & Western Chapter PVA 
   (650) 858-3936 or amaral@bawpva.org 
   RSVP by June 4, 2020 

 
During these meetings there will be updates from the SCI/D staff, PVA  

National Service Officer, and Chapter representatives. 
 

The Chapter will be scheduling Membership Meetings & Clinics for Palo Alto and  
Sacramento areas in late Summer or Early Fall 2020.  

mailto:sherman@bawpva.org?subject=Palo%20Alto%20Membership%20Meeting
mailto:sherman@bawpva.org?subject=Palo%20Alto%20Membership%20Meeting
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Board Meetings Video/Teleconference 
 
If you are interested in participating in the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, Bay Area & Western Chapter’s Board of Director’s and Membership 
Meetings via video and teleconferencing below is the information: 

April 14, 2020  
Board of Director's Meeting  

1:00 PM 
 

Please join my meeting from your com-
puter, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/545023325  

 
You can also dial in using your phone.  

United States: +1 (872) 240-3311  
 

Access Code: 545-023-325  
 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now 
and be ready when your first meeting 

starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/

install/545023325  
 
 
 
 
 

May 12, 2020  
Board of Director's Meeting  

1:00 PM 
 

Please join my meeting from your com-
puter, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/776752197  

 
You can also dial in using your phone.  

United States: +1 (408) 650-3123  
 

Access Code: 776-752-197  
 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now 
and be ready when your first meeting 

starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/

install/776752197  
 
 
 
 

 

June 9, 2020  
Board of Director's Meeting  

3:00 PM 
 

Please join my meeting from your com-
puter, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/205125245  

 
You can also dial in using your phone.  

United States: +1 (872) 240-3212  
 

Access Code: 205-125-245  
 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now 
and be ready when your first meeting 

starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/

install/205125245  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/545023325
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/545023325
tel:+18722403311,,545023325
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/545023325
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/545023325
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/776752197
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/776752197
tel:+14086503123,,776752197
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/776752197
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/776752197
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/205125245
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/205125245
tel:+18722403212,,205125245
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/205125245
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/205125245
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April  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edward Baker 
David Long 
Floyd Bethany 
Nicholas Pruneda 
Richard MacKenzie 
Pablitz Candela 
Jeff Haywood 
Laurence 
 Donelson 

Qcutziel Frazier 
Milton Dixon 

Joseph Williams 
Travis Dunn 
Leonard Powell 
Danny Brozowski 
John Davis 
James Dottle 
Richard DeWorken 
James Toler 
James Freeman 
Kenneth Lujan 
John Paxin 

Anthony Saavedra 
Michael 
 MacCullough 

Mike Kruzel 
Sean Ryan 
Jason Elkins 
John Markowski 
Jim Ptak 
Robert Dorroh 
Richard Picard 
Kurt Larsen 

Redic Thomas 
Todd Kelly 
Timothy Cissney 
Bruce Gibbings 
Matthew Simione 
James Kempner 

 
 
 
 
 

May 
 
 
 
 

 

Carrie Musso 
Benami Garcia 
Charles Heuck 
Tom Bishop 
Michael Gruber 
Roger Jenan 
Donnie Rawhoof 
James Curbow 
Gary Epps 
Sabino Deodanes 
Marcia Nagle 

Peter Axelson 
William McNerlin 
Richard Henry 
Alfred Matthews 
Alexandro Norita 
Allan Sloan 
Kevin Dunn 
Sandy Valdez 
John Say 
Penny Gillett 
Damien Giboney 

David Aguilera 
Jeffrey Crummett 
Ernest Mendes 
Warren Hardy 
Clinton Martin 
Daniel Sabala 
Alfred Harrison 
Jeffrey Jongema 
Andrew Smith  
Jerral Hancock 
Carl Latona 

 
 
 
 

 
June  

 
 
 
 

Frank Mlejnek 
Bruce Austin 
Don Odle 
Victor Escamilla 
Michael Doza 
Michael Goesch 
Michael Stout 
Richard Lineback 
Robert Eaton 
Joseph Richard 
Patrick McDonald 
Anthony Esposto 

Steven Rapp 
Jack Nichlson 
Mark Krueger 
Shannon Rose 
Rudy Ragland 
James Morris 
Kevin Inouye 
Teddy Nicholson, Jr. 
Harold Janikowski 
Elizabeth Stahl 
Richard Gardner 
David Fry 

Susan Ippolito 
Lew Francis Fiesta 
Edward Stickney 
Richard Howard 
Patrick Harris 
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SUN MO TUE WE THU FRI SAT 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

April 2020 

SUN MO TUE WED TH FRI SAT 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

May 2020 

SUN MO TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

June 2020 

● 1 & 15 - Patient Education Lunch 
12pm, Bldg, 7 Dining Room 

● 14 - BOD Meeting   
1pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. E-118 or Teleconference 

● 30 - Peer Support 
1pm, Bldg. 7 E-Wing Day Room 

 

● 6 & 20 - Patient Education Lunch 
12pm, Bldg. 7 Dining Room 

● 12 - BOD Meeting  
1pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. E-118 or Teleconference 

● 25 - Memorial Day (Office Closed) 

● 26 to 29 - PVA Annual Convention  
(Office Closed) 

Dallas, TX 

● 28 - Peer Support 
1pm, Bldg. 7 E-Wing Day Room 

 

● 3 & 17 - Patient Education Lunch 
12pm, Bldg. 7 Dining Room 

● 3 & 4 - Fresno Membership Meeting  
TBA, Fresno, CA 

● 9 - BOD Meeting  
3pm, Bldg. 7 Rm. E-118 

● 9 - Pizza Night   
5pm, Bldg. 7 Dining Room  

● 17 & 18 - Reno Membership Meeting 

TBA, Reno, NV  

● 19 - RSVP Deadline for Banquet 

● 25 - Peer Support 
1pm, Bldg. 7 E-Wing Day Room 



Important Telephone Numbers, E-Mail Addresses, & Web Sites: 

Bay Area & Western PVA 
Tele: 650-858-3936 
 800-273-6789 (toll-free) 

E-Mail: administration@bawpva.org 

Web:   www.bawpva.org 
 

Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA),  
Washington, D.C. 
Tele:     800-424-8200 (toll-free) 
E-Mail: info@pva.org 
Web: www.pva.org 
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) National 
Service Officers 
Vacant, NSO, Palo Alto 
Tele:   650-493-5000, ext. 65046 
 
Alice Borja, NSO, Sacramento 
Tele:     800-795-3587 
Mather Office: 916-843-2602 
 
Jason McDonald, NSO, Reno 
Tele:    775-321-4789 
 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
Tele:     800-827-1000 (toll-free) 
Web:      www.va.gov 

 
California Department of Veterans Affairs (CDVA) 

Tele: 800-952-5626 (toll-free) 
Web: www.cdva.ca.gov 
 
Social Security Administration 
Tele: 800-772-1213 (toll-free) 
Web: www.ssa.gov 
 
San Mateo County Commission on Disabilities 
Web: www.smco-cod.org 
 
VA Palo Alto Health Care System 
Tele:     650-493-5000 
 SCI Out-Patient:   ext.  65871 
 W/C Repair:          ext.  63235 
 Social Work:         ext.  64496 
 OT:                       ext.  65604 
 PT:                       ext.  65672 
 Recreation:          ext.  64353 
 

San Francisco VA Medical Center 
Eva Woodward,  
LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:    415-221-4810, ext. 23470 
 
VA Northern California 
Vacant, LCSW, SCI/D Coordinator 
Tele:     916-843-9130 
 
Fresno VA Medical Center 
Anita Morris, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     559-225-6100, ext. 4409 
 
Reno VA Medical Center 
Vacant, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     775-785-7075 
 
Honolulu Clinic 
Alice Taira, LCSW, SCI Coordinator 
Tele:     808-433-7853 

http://www.bawpva.org
http://www.pva.org
http://www.va.gov
http://www.cdva.gov
http://www.ssa.gov
http://www.smco-ccd.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-6132553
http://www.igive.com/default.cfm?c=68031C:/Users/Owner/Documents/403B

