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President’s Message 
 
I hope everyone is staying safe with all these fires we 
are having in California. The Bay Area & Western PVA 
Chapter is here to help if you have been affected by 
the fires. Please contact Executive Director Kory 
Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org if you need assistance. 
The Bay Area & Western PVA Chapter is making sure 
we are on top of COVID-19 updates. The office in Palo Alto will be closed 
until further notice for the safety of our staff. Also, the VA in Palo Alto 
will be closed until further notice. All elective surgeries and annual 
appointments will be rescheduled or conducted through telehealth or by 
phone. If you are having prescription issues especially glove and 
catheter refills, please contact the VA Palo Alto SCI Outpatient Clinic at 
(650) 493-5000 x65871 if you have any questions.  
 
The September Board of Director’s Meeting has changed and will be on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2020. If you would like to call into the meeting, 
please see below.  

September 15, 2020 Board of Director's Meeting  
1:00 PM  
 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/378982717  
 
You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States: +1 (646) 749-3112  
 
Access Code: 378-982-717  
 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first 
meeting starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/378982717  

 
 
I recommend that each veteran call into the Patient Education Meeting 
weekly for an update from the SCI/D Center at VA Palo Alto in regards 
to COVID-19. The meeting will be on Wednesdays at 12:00 pm PDT.  
To connect, please call 800-767-1750. You will then enter the 
participant code 22095 and press # to join the meeting.  
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Important Links 

Patient Education 
Review past patient 
education sessions and 
find out how to 
participate 

Air Access 30 
Share stories about your 
air travel experiences as 
a passenger with a 
disability 

Publications 
View chapter 
newsletters, annual 
reports, PVA 
Publications 

COVID-19 Resources 
View National PVA’s 
resources and updates on 
COVID-19 

 

Donate 

Vehicle Donation 

Clothing Donation 

Amazon Smile 

iGive 

eScrip 

Monetary Donation 

 

 

Contact Us 

http://www.bawpva.org 
mailto:amaral@bawpva.org 

SCI Peer Support will now be monthly on the first Wednesday of the 
month. More information will be available in the OCT-DEC edition of The 
Bridge.  
 
The Chapter and SCI/D Recreation Therapy are trying to find ways to 
keep veterans occupied during the COVID-19 pandemic. If you are 
looking to exercise and want to learn more about workout equipment 
that the Chapter can lend you, please contact Executive Director Kory 
Amaral at amaral@bawpva.org. We will also be working on virtual 
clinics. Please refer to the OCT-DEC edition of The Bridge for more 
information. We encourage all members and family members to attend.  
 
Palo Alto currently does not have a permanent National Service Officer 
(NSO) from PVA, so please if you have any questions or concerns you 
may call Tami Anderson at (612) 970-5668 or email Tami at 
tamiA@pva.org.   
 
On Wednesday, September 16, 2020 the Bay Area & Western PVA 
Chapter, the Nevada PVA Chapter, and the City of Reno will be hosting a 
virtual SCI/D Lunch & Learn. Please click on the following link to sign 
up: https://www.facebook.com/events/936757786834946/ or see below.  

 
If you ever need to contact the office, please call us at 1(800) 273-6789 
(the voicemails will only be listened to once a week due to office 
closure) or email us at amaral@bawpva.org. We are here for you and 
always willing to help.    

http://www.bawpva.org/education.html
http://www.airaccess30.org/
http://www.bawpva.org/Publications.html
https://pva.org/covid-19/
https://pva.org/covid-19/
http://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
http://pva.careasy.org/HOME.html
https://www.pva.org/ways-to-give/give/give-clothing
http://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_rl_rd_gw?_encoding=UTF8&ein=94-6132553&ref_=smi_ext_ch_94-6132553_cl
http://www.igive.com/default.cfm?c=68031
http://www.escrip.com/
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=PyUzKj_8EwpJonmfJ20FugdWoKxysgPx2mwaondF1mzZSakHmaqthPDoRLK&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d6625bf1e8bd269586d425cc639e26c6a
http://www.bawpva.org/contact.html
mailto:amaral@bawpva.org
mailto:amaral@bawpva.org
mailto:tamiA@pva.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/936757786834946/
mailto:amaral@bawpva.org


VA Palo Alto Adaptive Sports Medicine Clinic 
 

 

 
Palo Alto, CA – The VA Palo Alto Adaptive 
Medicine Sports Clinic will take place monthly 
starting Tuesday, June 16, 2020. 
 

 

 
 



PVA Sports and Recreation  
 

 

 

Washington, D.C. - The Paralyzed Veterans of 
America’s Sports and Recreation Department is 
now scheduling weekly events for individuals with 
disabilities to participate in. 

 
 

 



Veterans Transportation Service (VTS) 
 

 

 

Palo Alto, CA – VA Palo Alto Health Care 
System is now offering veterans 
transportation in the Bay Area to the VA Palo 
Alto hospital.   

 

 



GIVE and WHW Programs  
 

 

 
The Shelter in Place order due to the COVID-19 
pandemic gives us time to clean out our closets 
and donate unused cars. The Chapter encourages 
our local community to donate their clothing and 
cars to our veterans.  
 

 
The Bay Area & Western PVA Chapter in association with National PVA is 
hosting a Clothing Drive in the Palo Alto, CA Office. The Chapter is 
looking to the community to donate lightly used clothing and other items 
that will directly benefit a veteran. Though the GIVE Program, we would 
love the expand the program by bringing in more funds for our veterans.  
 

Clothing Donation Program - GIVE 

 
 

The Bay Area & Western PVA Chapter in association with National PVA 
also has the Wheels Helping Warriors Program in which we accept 
vehicles. The process is very simple and in the end the veterans are 
getting the funds from the donation.  
 
Vehicle Donation Program - Wheels Helping 

Warriors 
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Washington Update 
 

 

 
Washington, D.C. – The Paralyzed Veterans of 
America’s Government Relations Department 
works hard daily to improve life for veterans by 
focusing on legislation on the hill that will change 
the lives of individuals with disabilities.  
 

 
COVID-19 RELIEF PACKAGES, GOVERNMENT FUNDING – WHERE 

THINGS STAND 
 

Congress left town in early August without taking any action on 
relief packages to address the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The 
House-passed H.R. 6800, the HEROES Act, was sitting in the 
Senate when Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell unveiled on 
July 27 the Republicans’ version of a coronavirus bill called the 
HEALS Act.   
Like the HEROES Act, the HEALS Act contains an additional $1,200 
economic impact payment for Americans. The Senate bill would 
also ensure that adult dependents with disabilities and their 
parents and caretakers are among those eligible for these 
recovery rebates. The CARES Act that passed in April had denied 
those critical financial supports to parents with adult children 
living with a variety of conditions and also excluded many adult 
children who provide the majority of the financial support for their 
elderly parents. 
In a letter to the House and Senate leadership, PVA urged 
retention of those payments in any forthcoming COVID relief 
legislation and expressed support for inclusion of provisions from 
the HEROES Act that would allow a temporary, 25 percent 
increase of VA’s Special Monthly Compensation (SMC)/Aid and 
Attendance (A&A) benefits so catastrophically disabled veterans 
can purchase personal protective equipment and the necessary 
care they need. PVA also endorsed the language in the HEROES 
Act that would enhance funding for Medicaid home and 
community-based services (HCBS).  
At the same time, PVA expressed its concerns about several 
troubling sections in the HEALS Act.  Included in that bill is 
language that would remove important protections for people with 
disabilities by limiting liability for a wide variety of unlawful 
conduct. Not only would the HEALS Act make devastating changes 
in the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), but it would also strip 
protections from other civil rights laws such as the Genetic 
Information Nondiscrimination Act, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, as well as other health and safety laws.  



The HEALS Act also contains a section that would establish so-
called Rescue Committees for various federal trust funds including 
those for Social Security and Medicare. Recommendations from 
these committees would be considered under expedited 
procedures and could provide cover for damaging cuts in benefits. 
If coupled with an ill-advised payroll tax deferral that has been 
proposed by the President, this could drive calls for devastating 
reductions in economic and health care supports for millions of 
elderly and disabled Americans.  
Following concerns about reported mail delivery delays, the House 
returned to Washington on Saturday, August 22, to vote on a bill 
that would include $25 billion in new funding for the U.S. Postal 
Service and reverse changes implemented in recent weeks to mail 
delivery and operations. In the Senate, Majority Leader McConnell 
unveiled a slimmed down version of HEALS in an attempt to 
restart negotiations on passage of a COVID relief bill.  His latest 
legislation would add several billion dollars for Post Office funding, 
an additional $300 per week unemployment compensation, 
another round of the Paycheck Protection Program, and funds for 
school reopening but also retains the damaging provisions that 
absolve employers and businesses from discriminatory actions 
under several civil rights laws, including the ADA. It’s unclear 
whether any resolution will be reached prior to Congress’s return 
following Labor Day. 
As for the looming end of the fiscal year, a continuing resolution 
(CR) to fund the federal government until after the presidential 
election is also being discussed. Only a handful of scheduled 
legislative days remain before the end of the current fiscal year on 
September 30 and Congress has yet to pass any of the annual 
funding bills. If passed, a CR will likely maintain current year 
funding levels for an unspecified date after the November election 
or even into 2021.    
 

 


	President’s Message
	VA Palo Alto Adaptive Sports Medicine Clinic
	PVA Sports and Recreation 
	Veterans Transportation Service (VTS)
	GIVE and WHW Programs 
	Washington Update


